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Declaration of ICAN’s workshop 
at Sevagram, 29th – 31st August 2022 

 
Participants at the ICAN workshop on “Integration of struggles of nature-based self-employed 
people” adopted the following Guidelines regarding the Rights of Nature-Based Primary 
Producer Communities on Natural Resources and demanded the same as the overarching 
policy to be adopted by the state.  

Guidelines for coordination among nature-based primary producer communities 

Small Scale Farmers, Forest Dwellers, Small Scale Fishers & Fish Farmers as well as 
Pastoralists are all self-employed primary producers who are directly dependent on 
renewable and biological/living natural resources and who work mainly for their livelihood 
and not commercially.  

They have commonalities in their need to access natural resources and also in their concern 
to protect these resources against the over-extractive large-scale interests backed by the 
State. Their interests are opposed to the path of so-called development based on capitalist 
growth facilitated by the Union and State Governments at the expense of the life and 
livelihood of common people in general and of the people dependent on natural resources in 
particular.  

Admittedly they have inter- and intra-sector conflicts of interest on the extent and mode of 
use of natural resources. Yet their mutual cooperation is called for by the principle of 
sustainable use of natural resources which holds that the extraction of resources has to 
match with their regeneration. Over-extraction of resources by a particular sector adversely 
affects other sectors and ultimately itself. 

The spell of climate crisis affecting all life on the planet is having the most severe impact on 
nature-based people and their livelihood. The small-scale farmers, fishers, forest-dwellers 
and pastoralists are the worst victims though they are the least responsible for the crisis. The 
ways and means dictated and promoted by the Government to address climate change have 
been socially unjust and favour the privileged at the cost of the under-privileged, and also 
place an unfair burden on them. 

Considering the situation, characteristics and modes of operation of these sectors, ICAN 
resolves that the overarching principle that may serve as the common guideline for the 
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protection of their natural resource base and address issues of both inter- and intra-sector 
justice and equity is an Ecosystem-based Human Rights Approach.  

Ecosystem-Based Human Rights Approach stands for access, distribution and consumption of 
natural resources abiding by the principles of human rights without violating or transgressing 
the norms for sustainability of the ecosystem. 

This over-arching approach, in its turn, is constituted of the following principles –  

1. Sustainable Livelihood Practice: This means that the livelihood practices 
should not adversely affect the regeneration of natural resources and 
furtherance of ecosystems; 

2. Workers’ Welfare: This means that the goal of the endeavour should be the 
welfare of the workers (primary and secondary producers) engaged in the 
sector; 

3. Participatory Governance by the Community: This means the community 
needs to take part in the governance of their respective livelihood sectors; 
with gender justice assured; 

4. Subsidiarity in Area and in Scale: This means that in the management of 
resources, the decisions that can be taken locally should not be taken at 
higher levels, and workers with smaller capacity must have preference to 
access resources over those with larger capacity; 

5. Inter-Sectoral Equity: This means that in sharing of common natural resources 
like water, land, forest and grasslands for agricultural, fisheries, forest, 
pastoral or any other activities, the principle of equitable distribution of 
available resources should be maintained;  

6. Climate Justice: This means that in addressing the climate crisis, measures for 
protection and coping should be provided with preference to the sectors and 
people least responsible for the crisis and the people who profit from large 
scale carbon emissions must be made to pay; 

7. Inter-Generational Equity: This means that the natural resources must not be 
consumed fully by the present generation and should be preserved 
adequately to be used by future generations;  

8. Precautionary Principle:  This means that in these natural resource-based 
sectors no technological or other interventions should be done whose impacts 
on the ecosystem and livelihood of the people are not adequately known.  

The Guidelines/Principles stated above will have to be applied to specific situations in 
developing directions for action.  
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*   *   * 

Participants at the ICAN workshop on “Integration of struggles of nature-based self-employed people” 
further decided to invite like-minded organizations and individuals to join in a campaign to assert 
that: 

Based on the values enshrined in the Preamble to our Constitution, of social and economic justice; 

equality of status and of opportunity; and fraternity assuring the dignity of the individual;  

Based on the principle of self-rule that led to the 73rd Constitutional Amendment and its extension to 

Scheduled Areas, and which underlies the Forest Rights Act;  

Reaffirming the United Nations Declaration on the Right to Development to which India is a signatory, 

that the right to development is an inalienable human right by virtue of which every human person 

and all peoples are entitled to participate in, contribute to and enjoy economic, social, cultural and 

political development, in which all human rights and fundamental freedoms can be fully realized;  

Reaffirming also the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, to which India is 

a signatory, Article 29 of which states that indigenous peoples have the right to the conservation and 

protection of the environment and the productive capacity of their lands or territories and resources. 

And that States shall establish and implement assistance programmes for indigenous peoples for such 

conservation and protection, without discrimination.  

Based on the right of peoples to exercise full sovereignty over all their natural wealth and resources as 

reaffirmed by the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Peasants and Other People Working in 

Rural Areas, to which India is a signatory; and reaffirming two of its relevant Articles which make it 

obligatory on the state to recognise the rights of these communities -   

• States shall elaborate, interpret and apply relevant international agreements and standards to 

which they are a party in a manner consistent with their human rights obligations as 

applicable to peasants and other people working in rural areas (Article 2(4)).   

• States shall take all necessary measures to ensure that non-State actors that they are in a 

position to regulate, such as private individuals and organizations, and transnational 

corporations and other business enterprises, respect and strengthen the rights of peasants 

and other people working in rural areas (Article 2(5)).  

In accordance with Article 15(4) of this Declaration that gives peasants and other people working in 

rural areas the right to determine their own food and agriculture systems, including the right to 

participate in decision-making processes on food and agriculture policy; and Article 17(3) that calls on 
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States to recognize and protect the natural commons and their related systems of collective use and 

management;  

Further,  

Based on Chapter IV of the Indian constitution i.e. Directive Principles of State Policy, which are de 

facto the duty of the state towards its citizens, as they “…shall not be enforceable by any court, but 

the principles therein laid down are nevertheless fundamental in the governance of the country and it 

shall be the duty of the State to apply these principles in making laws.” (Article 37).  

The Directive Principles call on the State to “…promote the welfare of the people by securing and 

protecting as effectively as it may a social order in which justice, social, economic and political, shall 

inform all the institutions of the national life”, and “…strive to minimise the inequalities in income, 

and endeavour to eliminate inequalities in status, facilities and opportunities, not only amongst 

individuals but also amongst groups of people residing in different areas or engaged in different 

vocations.” (Article 38).  

“The State shall, in particular, direct its policy towards securing—  

(a) that the citizens, men and women equally, have the right to an adequate means of livelihood;  

(b) that the ownership and control of the material resources of the community are so distributed as 

best to subserve the common good;  

(c) that the operation of the economic system does not result in the concentration of wealth and 

means of production to the common detriment;  

(d) that there is equal pay for equal work for both men and women;  

(e) that the health and strength of workers, men and women, and the tender age of children are not 

abused and that citizens are not forced by economic necessity to enter avocations unsuited to their 

age or strength;  

(f) that children are given opportunities and facilities to develop in a healthy manner and in conditions 

of freedom and dignity and that childhood and youth are protected against exploitation and against 

moral and material abandonment.” (Article 39)  

“The State shall endeavour to secure, by suitable legislation or economic organisation or in any other 

way, to all workers, agricultural, industrial or otherwise, work, a living wage, conditions of work 

ensuring a decent standard of life and full enjoyment of leisure and social and cultural 

opportunities…” (Article 43) 
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“The State shall endeavour to protect and improve the environment and to safeguard the forests and 

wildlife of the country.” (Article 48A) 

Reaffirming the fundamental duty of citizens as given in Part IVA of the Constitution:   

• To cherish and follow the noble ideals which inspired our national struggle for freedom; 

• To promote harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood amongst all the people of India 

transcending religious, linguistic and regional or sectional diversities; to renounce practices 

derogatory to the dignity of women;   

• To value and preserve the rich heritage of our composite culture;   

• To protect and improve the natural environment including forests, lakes, rivers and wild life, and 

to have compassion for living creatures; 

• To develop scientific temper, humanism and the spirit of inquiry and reform; 

In accordance with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, to which India is a signatory, and which 

has the status of international law, which asserts:  

Everyone’s right to just and favourable remuneration ensuring for self and family an existence worthy 

of human dignity (Article 23); and  

Everyone’s right to a standard of living adequate for the health and well-being of self and family, 

including food, clothing, housing and medical care, necessary social services, and the right to security 

in the event of unemployment, sickness, disability, widowhood, old age or other lack of livelihood 

(Article 25);  

In light of all the foregoing,  

We declare that:   

• Communities who nurture nature, such as, farmers, fishers, forest-dwellers, pastoralists and 

all other people engaged in nature-based occupations sustainably in the spirit of trusteeship 

will have usufruct rights that cannot be usurped by the State. Nature should not be for profit 

but for life; 

• Communities of nature have the right to make decisions on the sustainable use of nature 

through their institutions of self-rule without interference by the State and other external 

entities; 

• Their right of collective decision making be honoured;   

• All people are entitled to employment and livelihood security; 
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• All people have a right to an income that provides a standard of living adequate for the health 

and well-being of self and family. The prevailing discriminatory basis for remuneration of 

organized and unorganized sector workers should be abolished;   

• The wealth of the nation be democratized in accordance with the values of our freedom 

struggle, through a system of progressive taxation consisting of wealth tax and much higher 

rates of income tax on the wealthy classes.  

The campaign adopts the following slogans:  

Gram Sabha hamari  

Nahin Sarkar ki  

Jal, jangal, zameen hamare  

Hum hi hain Gram Sabha 

Sabko jeene ka adhikar samaan 

Sabko nirvaah aamdani samaan  

Bache dharti, bache insaan 

Jagmohan Singh 

Chairperson, Campaign Committee 

 

Supporting Organisations:  
 

1. ICAN, (HQ). Delhi   

Dipak Dholakia  dipak.dholakia@gmail.com 

 

2. NPSSFW, Kolkata 

Pradip Chatterjee  pradipdisha@gmail.com* 

 

3. Associated social Service Agency (ASSA), Kendujhar, Odisha   

Babun Mohanty/ Binod Bihari Mohapatra   assaodisha@gmail.com 

 

4. Urja Foundation, Wardha, Maharashtra   

Nootan Malvi   nootan.malvi@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:dipak.dholakia@gmail.com
mailto:pradipdisha@gmail.com
mailto:assaodisha@gmail.com
mailto:nootan.malvi@gmail.com
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5. Samaj Shilpi Programme, MP, Chhattarpur MP  

Om Prakash Tiwari  optiwari.dev@gmail.com 

 

6. Urban Research Centre, Karnataka  

Harini Shetty  harinimlr64@gmail.com 

 

7. Inquiliabi Kamgar Union, Mau UP 

Arvind Murti   sachchimuchchi02@gmail.com 

 

8. Manrega Mazdoor Union, Varanasi UP 

Suresh Rathour  s.rathour786@gmail.com 

 

9. Khadan Mazdoor Union, Mirzapur, UP 

Mahendra Rathour  loksamitimahendra@gmail.com 

 

10. Kachra Kamgar Union, Delhi 

Prakash Kumar  newsandesh@gmail.com 

 

11. Koshi Navnirman Manch, Supaul, Bihar 

Mahendra Yadav  aactivistmahendra@gmail.com 

 

12. Rajasthan Mazdoor Kisan Union, Chittorgarh, Rajasthan 

Prabhat Kumar Sinha  prabhatkumarsinha915@gmail.com 

 

13. Fenai Rewakhand Federation, Gujarat 

Dr. Leena Panchi  leenapanchi@gmail.com 

 

14. Khet Mazdoor Kisan Sangharsh Samiti, Jaunpur UP 

Lal Prakash ‘Rahi’  lalprakashrahi@gmail.com 

 

15. Centre for the Constitution and Good Governance 

(Samvidhan evam Sushaasan Kendra) Jabalpur MP 

Jayant Verma  samvadho@gmail.com 

16. Dakshinbanga Matsyajibi  Forum, 

Milan Das milangourdas@gmail.com 

 

mailto:optiwari.dev@gmail.com
mailto:harinimlr64@gmail.com
mailto:sachchimuchchi02@gmail.com
mailto:s.rathour786@gmail.com
mailto:loksamitimahendra@gmail.com
mailto:newsandesh@gmail.com
mailto:aactivistmahendra@gmail.com
mailto:prabhatkumarsinha915@gmail.com
mailto:leenapanchi@gmail.com
mailto:lalprakashrahi@gmail.com
mailto:samvadho@gmail.com
mailto:milangourdas@gmail.com
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17. Campaign for Survival and Dignity (CSD) Odisha 

Gopinath Majhi, Convener, Pradeep Kumar Sahoo, Member, Dr Sricharan Behera, Member 
csdorissa@gmail.com 
   

18. Jan Mukti Sangharsh Vahini 
Gyanendra Kumar, Arvind Anjum   
gyanendra_janmukti2000@yahoo.com, arvindanjum5@gmail.com 
 

Individual endorsements: 
 

1. Ashok Kumar, ICAN activist, Delhi  ashokkumardl74@gmail.com 

 

* Provisional; subject to ratification by the National Conference in November 2022 
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