
1948:   Kalupur  Swaminarayan  Mandir
(Gujarat)  board read ‘Only for  Savarnas’;
its  authorities  got  a  stay  order  against
Dalits temple entry. Ravishankar Maharaj
and  Dalits  were  attacked  while  entering
Dakor temple. 
1950: As East Pakistan refugees Dalits, the
Namsudras were sent to Caste-segregated
refugee camps. They lost both their lands
and live stocks. 
1952:  SC/ST  commission  reported  7
schools (Kutch,Gujarat) that did not admit
SC students. 
1953:  Old  Madras  State:  Village
Sankaram: Marriage procession of (Dalits)
with  Umbrella  and  shoes  on  was
intercepted and they were beaten; Village
Tiruneelakudi (Dalits) are not allowed to
access  post   office  but  a  letter  box  has
been hung at  the street  corner for  their
use.
1953:  The  Jats,  Rajputs  and  Meena
gathered together at TONK (Rajashtan) on
8th June 1953 and passed a resolution that
they would boycott the Chamars who had
given up the work of lifting dead animals.

1954:  Survey by Gokhale Institute found:
51  %  Dalits  were  engaged  in  poor  scale
occupations  and nearly 90 % of Dalits in
Pune city lived below the poverty line.
1955: Rajasthan passed a tenancy law that
sought to give land rights to Dalits. In spite
of  provision that prohibited the transfer
of Dalit land to other communities, about
70,000 cases of illegal occupation of Dalit
land  are  being  fought  in  the  state's
revenue courts.
1957:  In  Ramnad Riots  ():  42 Dalits were
killed. 
1958: of 51 villages surveyed in Rajasthan:
12 villages: No Dalit access to temples; In
3  villages  Dalits  had  access  to  temples
which were dedicated to only their Deity;
in  15  villages,  they  could  worship  from
outside; 1 village dedicated to Guggo with
Dalits priest was accessed by all because
its deity drove away evil spirits, etc. 
1959:  Caste  Hindus  of  a  village  in  Tehri
District of UP did not allow the marriage
party of Dalits to proceed from the bride’s
village for 21 days as latter were breaking
the customary rule of not using Dola and
Palki. 
1961:  Punjab  passed  Village  Common
Lands  (Regulation)  Act,  reserving  33% of
agricultural  land for  Dalits.  Due to  weak
implementation,  today  In  Punjab,  upper
castes,  dominate  the  farming  landscape.
Only 3.5% of private farmland belongs to
Dalits  who  make  up  32%  of  the
population. 
1961:  According  to  1961  census  there
were 1.147 million graduates. There were
6307 SC and 1087 ST graduates counted in
Urban areas.
1962:  In  ‘Benudhar  Sahu  versus  State’,
two  Pano  boys  were  prevented  from
drawing  water  from  a  privately  owned
well  used  by  most  villagers.  The  High
Court (Cuttack) reversed the conviction of
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the owner of the well on the ground that
the boys had no right to use the well. 
1963: There is no reservation of seats for
the SC and ST in Gram Panchayats, Anchal
Panchayats  or  Zilla  Parishads  in  West
Bengal  Zilla  Parishad Act  1963.  Provision
has been made for the reservation of two
seats  for  the  ‘backward  community’  in
Anchlik Panchayats. 
1964:  Gujarat: The number of sarpanches
from  among  the  scheduled  castes  were
only  35  out  of  total  number  of  6863
sarpanches which comes to 0.5 per cent. 
1965:  Jobs  held  by  Dalits  :  Class  1:  318
(1.64  %);  Class  II:  864  (2.82%);  Class  III:
96114  (8.88  %);  Class  IV  (including
sweepers): 101073 (17.75 %).
1966:  Penalties  imposed  in  22  cases  of
conviction under UOA: One week rigorous
imprisonment:  1  case;  One  week  simple
imprisonment:  1  case;  Fine  Rs.  100:  2
cases; Fine Rs. 50: 3 cases; Fine Rs. 25: 3
cases;  Fine Rs.  10:  2  cases;  Fine Rs.  5  +
imprisonment of the rising of the court: 1
case;  Fine  Rs.5:  4  cases;  Fine  Rs.  3  :  2
Cases; Fine Rs. 1: 1 case; Warning only: 2
cases. 
1967:  The  Allahabad  high  court  judge
upheld the conviction of a couple who had
been  fined  Rs.  20  each  and  observed:
’Taking  into  consideration  the  strong
prejudices  which  are  still
continuing  ..coupled  with  the  fact  that
(complainant)  had come to the tap after
responding to the call of nature and while
attempting to take water had touched the
utensils  of  the  (defendant)  which  in  the
natural  course  of  the  vents  must  have
given  them  the  cause  of  provocation.  I
think  the  ends  of  Justice  will  be  met
if ..the fine imposed on them is reduced to
Rs. 10 each.’
1968:  The  powerful  landlords  of  village
Kilvenmani killed 44 people including five
men,  16  women  and  23  children.  The

victims were Dalits  working on the fields
of these landlords.
1969:  The  survey  revealed  (Chandigarh)
that  the  practices  of  untouchability  was
almost  non-existent  in  the  villages.  It
however noted that Dalits were still calling
Granthis from their own community from
nearby  villages  as  it  had  become
traditional to do so for the last over two
decades  when  the  services  of  Granthis
from Jat Gurudwaras were not available to
them! The survey also revealed that local
scheduled  castes  were  having  separate
Dahramshala  and  crematorium  grounds
located near their houses. 
1970: The percent of landless agricultural
labourer in 1961 amongst SC were 34.5 %;
the same in 1971 rose to 51.8 %.  The per
cent  of  land holding  cultivators  amongst
the SC in 1961 were 37.8 % which reduced
to 27.9 % in 1971. 
1971: I P Desai Study of untouchability in
Gujarat;  in  75 percent  villages Dalits  are
bot  allowed  to  enter  temple  beyond
threshold.
1971: Gap of literacy rate Between Dalits
(14.67)  and  others  (33.8)  was  19.13  per
cent. In 1991 this gap increased to 19.99
%.  The literacy  rate  gape  in  the  case  of
Dalit  women  was  13.3  in  1961  which
increased to 21.2 per cent in 1991.
1972:  The  Andhra  Pradesh  land  reforms
act  estimated  that  availability  of  10  lac
acres of land to be distributed to landless
Dalits  and  other  low  castes.  It  was
estimated in 1978 that as much as 15.62
lac  acres  was  in  excess  to  prescribed
ceiling.  Only 5.94 lakh acres  of land was
allocated to Dalits and others. 
1973: Haryana budget:  Against allocation
of 220 Million Rupees as Takavi and crop
loans  for  farmers,  only  Rs.  200,000  was
provided for  the welfare department for
the SC and Backward classes for Business
loans. 
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1974:  For  various  reasons  such  as  non-
availability  of  suitable  persons  to
Government disagreements, the following
number  of  reserved  posts  were  de-
reserved: Class I  :  95 (SC 47 and ST 48);
Class II: 555 (SC 306 ST 249); Class III: 2376
(SC 861 ST 1515);  Class IV:  57 (SC 21 ST
36).  However  between 1964  to  1976  all
(224)  the  reserved  posts  for  IAS  officers
and 148 positions of Indian Police service
were  filled  for  SC  as  suitable  candidates
were available.
1974: Worli Riots: Dalits bore the brunt of
the violence
1975:  (12.07.1975)  Three Dalits  including
a young lady (village: Badarka; TK: Lalsot;
Dt: Jaipur) were murdered. It was alleged
that the hands and legs of the young lady
were  chopped  off  and  her  ornaments
removed.  Later,  all  the  9  accused  were
sentenced to life imprisonment.
1976:  The bonded labour (abolition)  act,
1976  recognized  fact  that  80  percent  of
bonded laborers were Dalits. 
1976: Gujarat: of the total 292 Positions of
Judicial  officers  of  various  courts:  SC
representation was only 5 in the capacity
of civil Judges (Junior division). 
1977:  Belchhi,  Bihar.  11  persons  -  eight
Dalits  and  three sonars (goldsmiths)  -
were  ruthlessly  murdered  on  May  27.
Hands  tied,  they  were  shot  and  tossed
into fire.
1978:  The  Villupuram  atrocity  (Tamil
Nadu)  resulted  in  12  Dalits  being  killed
and more than 100  Dalit  houses  burned
down  in  Periyaparaichery,  a  Dalit
settlement.
1978-94:  Marichjhapi  (West  Bengal):
During 16 years of struggle Dalit refugees
from  east  Pakistan  suffered  immensely:
murders,  torture,  rapes,  burning  of
colonies,  poisoning  of  wells,  property
damage, boycotts and lockouts.

1980: Pipra village; BIHAR: Heavily armed
men  attacked  Dalits.  27  houses  were
burnt  and  5  women,  3  adults  and  6
children were killed.
1980: 14 Dalits lynched, and five of them
burnt alive in Kafalata of Almora District of
Uttarakhand  as  the  Dalit  groom  insisted
on riding the horse.
1981:  Anti-reservation  riots  in  Gujarat
which targeted Dalit lives and property.
1982: Black flags were hoisted throughout
Andhra  Pradesh  on  the  republic  day
because congress Dalit legislator was not
allowed to enter the temple.  
1984:  1,73,814  bonded  laborers  in  11
States were identified and freed. Of them
1,31,407  (75.6  %)  were  rehabilitated.
(Report of SC/ST)
1985:  Karamchedu  (Andhra  Pradesh):
Brutality of Land lords killed Six Dalits and
grievously  injuring  many.  Three  Dalit
women were raped
1986: Golana (Gujarat) Massacre: 4 Dalits
were murdered. 18 grievously injured. 
1987:  Vanniyar  reservation  riots  (Tamil
Nadu):  More  than  1,400  Dalit  houses
were burnt in numerous villages.
1987:  The Neerukonda Massacre (AP): A
kamma  caste  mob  attacked  Dalit  Malas
since  they  held  a  wedding  ceremony
inside  town’s  upper  caste  areas.  Four
Dalits were murdered. 
1987: Bendigere village (Karnataka): Four
Dalit  youth  were  forced  to  eat  human
excreta  by  caste  Hindus  who  accused
them of stealing maize. 
1988:  Nathdwara  temple  entry  agitation
by swami Agnivesh.
1989:  Uthapuram  wall.  The  600  meters
long  and  12 ft  high  wall,  described  as  a
caste wall, a wall of shame, a wall of bias
and a wall of untouchability, was built by
caste-Hindus  in  1989  which  prevented
direct Dalit entry on main road. 
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1989:  Sambarda  (Gujarat):  Suffering
immense humiliation by Non Dalits, Dalits
camped in collector  office compound for
131 days until they were relocated.
1989:  Manu  statue  installed  in  the
premises of Rajasthan High Court.
1990: A Dalit,  Data Ram, was burnt alive
for  applying  colour  to  an  upper  caste
villager in Rudayan village, in UP. 42 Dalit
homes were reduced to ashes. The State
announced compensation: Rs.  10,000 for
relatives  of  Data  ram  and  Rs.  2000  for
every  house  burnt.  Until  conviction  of
accused after 27 years, Dalits have never
celebrated Holi.
1991: A young Dalit graduate was beaten
up  after his feet unintentionally touched a
Reddy man in a Cinema hall. The Dalits of
Tsundur  village  in  Guntur  district
supported their  youth.  Irked by this,  the
dominant Reddys of the village massacred
13 Dalits.
1991: Kumher (Rajasthan); Rajendra Jatav
and three of his friends had gone to a local
cinema in town.  Minutes  into  the show,
they were allegedly asked to get  off the
benches and sit on the floor. They refused
and Dalits protested humiliation. In 1992,
a  mob of Non Dalits marched into Dalit
colony and set fire to 254 homes. In the
ensuing  carnage,  17  people  were  killed,
Unofficially, 30 Dalits lost their lives.
1991:  Ambadas  Savne  a  kotwal  in  the
village  of  Pimpri  Deshmukh
(Maharashtra),  was bludgeoned to death
on  the  steps  of  hanuman  temple  for
entering  the  same  to  protect  himself
against rain.
1992:  Vachathi  (TN)  :  Vachathi,  a  tribal
hamlet  was  witness  to  what  brutal  law
enforcers and callous government officials
could do to the poor and the powerless.
18  Women  were  raped,  men  were
assaulted,  houses  were  looted  and
destroyed, and cattle were killed, all in the

name of upholding law, of preventing the
illegal  felling  and  smuggling  of
sandalwood.
1993:  Pati (Bhavnagar),  Social  Boycott of
Dalits for celebrating Ambedkar Jayanti.
1994:  Muljibhai  Mundhwa  (Gujarat):  A
Dalit man was tortured by Police leading
to his death. His crime was to purchase a
bicycle  for  Rs.  200,  not  knowing  the
bicycle was stolen. 
1995: Kodiyankulam (Tamilnadu): A force
of  600  Policemen  attacked  the  all  Dalit
village;  allegedly  destroyed property  and
took  away  cash  and  jewellery  worth
several lakh rupees. 
1996: The film lesser human by Navsarjan
Trust.  Gujarat  becomes the first  state to
adopt the law against manual scavenging
practices. 
1996:  21  Dalits  were  slaughtered  by
Ranvir  Sena  militiamen  in  Bathani  Tola,
Bhojpur, Bihar. Among the killed were 12
women and eight children.
1997: Ranvir Sena gunned down 58 Dalits
at Laxmanpur Bathe
1997:  Melavalavu  (Tamil  Nadu)  case
relating  to  the  gruesome  killing  of  the
local  panchayat  president  K.  Murugesan
and five other Dalits. The Supreme Court
upheld  the  life  sentence  awarded  to  17
persons in 2009.
1998:  Social  boycott  of  Dalits  in  village
Sahpur (Bhavnagar: Gujarat) on the issue
of drinking water.
1999:  Manjolai  labourers  massacre  or
Thamirabarani massacre: The death of 17
Dalit labourers, including two women and
a two-year-old child,  when they got  into
the  river  to  escape  Tamil  Nadu  Police
lathi-charge.
1999:  Pankhan:  upper  caste  Rajput
community of Gujarat carried out a brutal
attack  against  100  Dalits,  wounding  40
people. One Dalit woman was gang-raped
by 13 men and brutally assaulted.
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1999:  The  infamous  massacre
(Shankarbigha, BIHAR) led to assassination
of 23 Dalits.
2000: Seven Dalits were locked in a house
and burnt alive by an Upper caste Reddy
mob  in  Kambalapalli,  (Karnataka).  The
immediate provocation was an altercation
between  Dalit  youth  and  a  Reddy  man
over the use of a certain stretch of road
and Dalits filing a complaint. 
2000: 12 year old Rajkumar was thrashed
to death by fatehgunj’s (bareli) municipal
chairman shabbir ahmed who was furious
with the Dalit boy for trying to take home
some leaves for the morning puja.
2001:  Six  weeks  after  the  Gujarat
earthquake,  Human Rights  Watch visited
affected areas to find Dalits and Muslims
lived separately from upper-caste Hindus
in separate camps. 
2001:  Chakwara  (Rajasthan):  Bath  by
Babulal and his brother Radheshyam from
the Bairwa community in the public pond,
resulted in  the entire Bairwa community
being  fined  Rs.  50,000  by  the  village
panchayat. In 1936,  when the Bairwas, a
Dalit  caste,  defied  the  savarnas  of  the
village  by  cooking  food  in  desi  ghee,  a
prohibited caste practice, the upper castes
attacked their homes and poured dirt and
dung into the ghee.
2002: Study on Untouchability in Punjab:
Of  the  51  villages,  41  had  separate
Gurudwara for Dalits. 
2002:  Dalit  agricultural  labourer  in  Tamil
Nadu was assaulted, abused and urinated
in mouth by Non Dalits.  The National SC
commission  report  found  a  Police
constable  involved in  the  crime and not
arrested. 
2003:  Pachhegam  (Gujarat):  Mavjibhai
Vala and Valji Ratna Vala were murdered
and a Dalit seriously wounded.
2004:  Kalapatti,  (Tamil  Nadu):  100  Dalit
homes burnt, 14 seriously wounded.

2005: Gohana (Haryana): A mob of around
1000  men  armed  with  lathees,  axes,
kerosene  etc  barged  into  Balmiki  colony
and torched more than 60 households.
2006: Bant Singh, Mazhabi, Dalit Sikh, was
attacked by unknown assailants ad beaten
so severely  that  his  injuries  necessitated
medical  amputation.  Later  Bant   alleged
that  this  was  in  retaliation  for  actively
working to secure justice for his daughter,
who  was  gang  raped  by  upper  caste
members of his village in Punjab five years
earlier
2006:  Dalits  could have Darshan of deity
only through the nine holes erected in the
wall  of  Jagannath temple  in  Kendrapada
district  of  Odisha;  a  300  year  old  shrine
located at village.
2006:  Four  members  of  the  Bhotmange
family belonging to the Mahar community
were  killed  by  a  mob  of  40  people
belonging to the Maratha Kunbi caste in
Kherlanji,  a  small  village  in  Bhandara
district of Maharashtra.
2007:   Madhukar  Ghatge  (Maharashtra)
dug a well after seeking permission post-
retirement  to  do  agriculture.  Ghatges,
upper-caste  neighbours  were  enraged  at
his  audacity.  He  was  attacked  with  rods
and  axes  and  he  died  on  the  way  to
hospital. 
2007: 10 Dalit victims belonging to the Nat
community, were lynched by upper-caste
people  in  Dhelpruva  village  in  Vaishali
district.
2008: Patan Gang Rape: Gujarat: 17-year-
old Dalit girl was gang-raped 14 times by
six  professors  of  the  Primary  Teacher’s
Certificate College. 
2009: Chhasiya (Gujarat): Social boycott of
Dalits for Temple entry. 
2010:  Mirchpur  (Haryana):  70-year-old
Tara Chand and his  physically challenged
daughter  Suman  were  burnt  to  death
when 
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2011:  Pipli  Gang rape, Odisha: A 19-year
Dalit girl was raped and assaulted by two
men in order to silence her, since she was
a witness in a different molestation case.
She  passed  away  due  to  her  injuries  in
2012.
2011:  According to socio-economic caste
census  report:  Maharashtra  has  63713;
Madhya  Pradesh  has  23093;  UP  has
17619; Tripura has 17332; Karnataka has
15375 scavengers. 
2012:  Ankolali:  Gujarat:  500  villagers
gathered around the Sarvaiya house and
set it ablaze using kerosene. His body was
burnt beyond recognition. Lalji’s sister-in-
law who had been wounded in the attack
died of shock within the next ten days.
2013:  Timba  (Gujarat):  Four  upper  caste
men  entered  the  house  of  Dalit  youth
Chatur  Solanki  and  set  him  on  fire.  The
victim succumbed to his injuries later.
2014:  Village  Markumbi  (Karnataka):
Three  Dalit  houses  in  this  village  of  342
households  were  set  on  fire,  and  27
people  were  injured,  in  a  case  of  caste-
related violence—the result,  it  appeared,
of a conflict in which the barber shop took
centre stage.
2014:Bhagana (Haryana): Four minor Dalit
girls were abducted and raped by upper-
caste  Jat  men  was  also  a  form  of
retaliation  to  Dalit  resistance  and  claim
right over communal lands.
2014:  Dalit student’s wrist chopped off in
Tamilnadu  school  as  he  was  wearing  a
watch.
2015:  In  Dangawas  village  (Rajasthan):
Three  Dalits  were  crushed  under  tractor
by Jats over a decade old land dispute. 
2015:  Rohit  Vemula  committed  suicide,
unable to bear the humiliation.
2016:  Ariyalur  (Tamil  Nadu):  Rape  and
murder  of  17  year  old  pregnant  minor
Dalit  girl  by  a  Hindu  Munnani  Union
secretary  and  three  of  his  friends.  The

men gang  raped her  and pulled  out  the
fetus  from  her  womb  after  cutting  her
genitalia with a blade.
2016: A Dalit man beheaded and his wife
hacked  to  death  after  a  row  over  a  15
rupees  debt in Uttar Pradesh.
2016:  Jisha  rape  case  (Kerala):  A  young
Dalit  student  was  raped  and  killed  after
being  harassed for  more  than a  year  by
the accused.
2017:  Ruikhed (Maharashtra):  A 50-year-
old  Dalit  woman  was  surrounded  by  a
mob  of  over  30  men,  who  beat  her,
stripped  her  and  dragged  her  on  the
ground.
2017:  UP  officials  distribute  soap  and
shampoo to Dalits  in Kushinagar so they
can come clean to CM program.
2018: Bhima Koregaon violence.
2018: SC Judgement dilutes the provisions
of Atrocity act.
2018:  Kanchanatham  (Tamil  Nadu):  3
Dalits killed for sitting crossed-leg in front
of Non Dalit Hindu.
2019: A Dalit Punjabi man, Jagmael singh
was  kidnapped,  tortured  and  forced  to
drink Urine after which he died in Sangrur.
2019: Across 13 Indian states, there are 31
conflicts  involving  92,000  Dalits  who are
fighting to claim land,  according to Land
Conflict Watch, a network of researchers
that  maps  and  collects  data  on  land
conflicts in India. 
2020: Hathras (UP): The Police burns the
body of the Dalit Gang Rape victim in the
middle of the night.
2021: The State Minister for social justice
and  empowerment  in  Rajya  Sabha:  the
death  of  persons  in  sewers  and  septic
tanks  were:  50  (2016),  91  (2017),  70
(2018)  and  110  (2019).   The  data  from
other  sources  suggest  such  death  much
higher.
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