
To 

Sri Narendra Modi 

& 

Members of the Union Govt. 

New Delhi 

 

Dear Sri. Narendra Modi, Ladies and Gentlemen in the Union Govt., 

 

Greetings from Sagara, Western Ghats, Karnataka, to you all on the occasion of the 150th birth 

anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. 

 

On this special occasion may I, on behalf of millions of our people, request you all to spare a few 

moments to deliberate on what Mahatma would have preferred to see in India today?  I can 

understand that in the context of the heightened tension over the state of the economy (however 

unfounded the same may be) the entire Cabinet may be seriously concerned about the 

implications of the same on the future prospects of the ruling party alliance, and may be 

stretching itself to bring back the contours of high GDP growth rate to the country's 

economy.  Because of the great hurry in doing so, perceived probably as essential, many knee-

jerk reactions may be forced and few wrong decisions of long term implications can be taken, 

with the result that the true welfare of our communities will be harmed.  In order to avoid such a 

scenario, two recent articles of huge relevance to the country's developmental paradigm, as in 

the links below, can offer some help.    

 

The first article focuses on Mahatma's ecological legacy.  It says: "Gandhi has inspired a new 

Satyagraha for a sacred economy which is a “system of production that creates the most number 

of jobs with the least investment in Capital as also with least damage to nature”. As we stand at 

the precipice, staring into possible ecological collapse and extinction of the human species, 

Gandhi’s ecological vision creates the possibility of sowing seeds of our common future. 

The satyagraha of our times is a ‘Satyagraha for Life’." 

 

The second article may clearly indicate the root cause of the so-called economic downturn in 

India. It also refers to increasingly evident linkage between jobs, farming and climate. As an 

extension of the logic, it is not too far fetched to question the relevance of high GDP growth rate 

year after year for India, since the country is facing a sort of Climate Emergency, and also 

experiencing serious limitations associated with the constraints of nature, and the ever growing 

population and its aspirations.  

---------------------------------- 

Gandhi’s ecological legacy 

https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/main-article/gandhi-s-ecological-legacy-765622.html   

The link between jobs, farming and climate 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/the-link-between-jobs-farming-and-climate/article29559462.ece?homepage=true   

https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/main-article/gandhi-s-ecological-legacy-765622.html
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/the-link-between-jobs-farming-and-climate/article29559462.ece?homepage=true


----------------------------------------------------------- 

 

These two articles when objectively studied from the perspective of the overall welfare of our 

communities can provide us with a much better developmental pathway than that has been 

assiduously followed since decades, but which has resulted in accelerated degradation of our 

natural elements  with disastrous consequences to the country as evidenced by the unacceptable 

levels of pollution / contamination of air, water and soil along with the greatly threatened status 

of the biodiversity, forests and agricultural lands. 

 

Some of the globally credible reports/developments, as in the links below, may help to 

corroborate the critical and urgent need to give greater focus on our natural resources.  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Biodiversity touches every aspect of our lives – so why has its loss been ignored? 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/sep/19/biodiversity-touches-every-aspect-of-our-lives-so-why-has-its-loss-been-ignored   

 

Stop biodiversity loss or we could face our own extinction, warns UN 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/nov/03/stop-biodiversity-loss-or-we-could-face-our-own-extinction-warns-un 

 

60% of world's wildlife has been wiped out since 1970   

https://www.deccanherald.com/international/60-of-world's-wildlife-has-been-wiped-out-since-1970-700639.html 

 

As India Hosts Global Desertification Meet, A Third Of Its Land In Crisis 

https://www.indiaspend.com/as-india-hosts-global-desertification-meet-a-third-of-its-land-in-crisis/   

 

Karnataka lost 10,000 hectares of forest in 3 years    

https://www.deccanherald.com/national/karnataka-lost-10000-hectares-of-forest-in-3-years-732882.html 

"For the country as a whole, the loss of primary forest in the last five years was more than 120,000 ha, which is 

nearly 36% more than such losses seen between 2009 and 2013."  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----- 

 

If the real objective of high GDP growth rate year after year was poverty alleviation through the 

creation of more employment,  it is pertinent to consider what Tamil Nadu State Action Plan on 

Climate Change (TNSAPCC) has said.  It says: “Global development experience reveals that one 

percent growth in agriculture (and associated activities?) is at least two or three times more 

effective in reducing poverty than the type of same growth emanating from the non-agricultural 

sector.”   

 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/sep/19/biodiversity-touches-every-aspect-of-our-lives-so-why-has-its-loss-been-ignored
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/nov/03/stop-biodiversity-loss-or-we-could-face-our-own-extinction-warns-un
https://www.deccanherald.com/international/60-of-world's-wildlife-has-been-wiped-out-since-1970-700639.html
https://www.indiaspend.com/as-india-hosts-global-desertification-meet-a-third-of-its-land-in-crisis/
https://www.deccanherald.com/national/karnataka-lost-10000-hectares-of-forest-in-3-years-732882.html


Keeping in view the fast looming threats of Climate Change, the recommendations of IPCC, our 

vast population, poverty etc., shall we not focus on those economic activities which will not lead 

to further diversion of forest/agricultural lands, which will not demand much of water, materials 

and energy, which will not lead to unacceptable levels of pollution/contamination of land, air and 

water, and which will lead to sustainable harnessing of our natural resources?  Such activities 

may include sustainable agriculture, horticulture and animal husbandry, forestry, health and 

educational services, IT&BT, eco & health tourism etc.  

 

Hence, may I submit that adequate focus on agriculture and the associated activities can be the 

long term and sustainable option to pull our people out of poverty, which will also put our society 

on the path of a green economy.  A discussion paper in this context, as attached below, may also 

be kindly considered for diligent discussions at the national level.   

 

Is this sacred occasion not a great opportunity to truly commemorate the living memory of 

Mahatma by taking a pause in our hot pursuit of ecological disaster and to diligently review our 

developmental paradigm?   

 

Regards 

Shankar Sharma 

Power Policy Analyst 

Anugraha, 5th Cross, 80 ft Road 

Vijayanagar 1st stage, Sagara, Karnataka - 577 401 

Phone: ++ 91 94482 72503 

shankar.sharma2005@gmail.com 
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mailto:shankar.sharma2005@gmail.com
mailto:shankar_sharma1955@hotmail.com

