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Gujarat, Composite Culture and Challenges from Hindu Supremacists:  

The case of Roza Rozi Dargah 

-Hozefa Ujjaini 

 

Introduction: 

 

In October 2021, there was news that a group of people entered 

the Roza Rozi Dargah situated in Mehmdabad town of Kheda 

district in Gujarat and played music on loudspeakers. The group 

placed a photo of Hindu Goddess inside the Dargah and 

worshipped it. All this was captured on a video which was circulated widely on social media 

attracting outrage from the Muslim community. This is not an isolated incident where a 

Dargah or Mosque has been claimed to be a place of worship of Hindu deities. This is a trend 

in Gujarat, as is prevalent in the rest of India, more prominently manifesting after the 

judgment on Babri Masjid paving the way for the construction of the Ram 

Temple in Ayodhya on the very place where the Babri Majid was demolished 

by Kar Sevaks. Such reclaiming of places of worships belonging to the 

Muslim community by majority community spells a dangerous precedent in a 

democracy and bodes ill for communal harmony. Thus, a fact finding team 

consisting of social activists visited the site and unearthed the facts 

surrounding this incident. 

 

Methodology followed by the fact finding team: 

 

A team consisting of Dr. Ajaz Shaikh, social activists, Hozefa 

Ujjaini, Samina Malek, Khairunnisha Pathan, Latif Malek, and 

Manish Manjulaben visited the site on 13
th

 November 2021 to 

gather information about the case. The team met the caretaker 

(Mujavar) of the Roza Rozi dargah and locals residents of the village. The team has also 

interviewed Saroop Dhruv, writer of „Safarnama‟ series of books which chronicles the 

heritage from Saurashtra, Kutch, North Gujarat, Central and South Gujarat and Ahmedabad. 

In her series, she has also studied the Roza Rozi Dargah and its history. 

The team also referred to the videos circulated on social media of this incident and news 

updates.  The Team also acquired documents related to the case including the memorandum 
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submitted by various groups and political parties. These helped the Team to arrive at some 

crucial findings which will be discussed later in the report. 

 

Brief Background of communal politics of Gujarat: 

 

The state of Gujarat, located in Western India, has historically witnessed intense communal 

violence in the forms of riots in 1946, 1969, 1981-82, 1985, 1990, 1992, 2002, & 2006. These 

riots resulted in deepening of communal conscience, polarization along religious lines and 

distrust between the communities. These riots displaced the Muslim community on a large 

scale and strengthened the process of spatial segregation and ghettoisation, making dialogue 

between communities not very easy. In the recent times, this polarization has only worsened 

due to laws which criminalize Muslims and de-incentivize interaction between the 

communities. Some of these laws are not in the spirit of the fundamental rights ensured by 

the Constitution. The Gujarat Freedom of Religion Act (Amendment) 2021 prohibits 

religious conversions and in effect penalizes inter-faith marriages between Muslim men and 

Hindu women. The Gujarat Disturbed Areas Act promotes spatial segregation in the areas of 

Gujarat by prohibiting sale of property belonging to one community to another.  

Another disturbing trend which may constitute as communal violence and has tremendous 

propensity to fan communal sentiments is the reclaiming of non-Hindu heritage as Hindu 

heritage. This trend has become more pronounced after the Babri masjid verdict and marks an 

attempt to “cleanse” the country and its cultural landscape of traces of „foreign‟ influence. 

Gujarat has a history of vandalization and destruction of non- Hindu heritage which is also 

testimony to the syncretic traditions of India. In Ahmedabad, during the 2002 riots, the Wali 

Gujarati or Wali Dakhani, a famous poet mazaar (shrine) was razed and the corporation built 

a road on it. In 2006, Vadodara city faced major communal violence after razing the ancient 

dargah of Sayed Chisti Rashiuddin, a medieval Sufi saint. 

 

In another recent incident in Dholka, Tanka Masjid, Ahmedabad is documented by Buniyaad 

in the report „Peaceful Gujarat: Illusion or Truth?‟ 2019. Tanka Masjid is situated in Dholka 

which was established in 1361. Some anti-social elements spread rumours that the Masjid 

was earlier a temple and was forcefully occupied and built as a Masjid. This narrative created 

communal frenzies in the area. Anti-social elements tried to visit the Masjid on 29th and 30th 

August to create tensions and to mobilize mobs to occupy the same. After intervention by 

civil society groups in the issue, police provided protection to the masjid. Due to this 
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intervention, a major incident of big communal violence was prevented. The historical 

monument was also targeted through a Twitter account under the name of „Reclaim Temple‟, 

where the post claimed that the Tanka Masjid of Dholka is a Hindu temple. The Vishwa 

Hindu Parishad submitted a memorandum that the site previously was Bhim Kitchen and 

Pandavas School. 

 

According to Saroop Dhruv, prominent author, the Hindutva forces want to destroy the 

history of Gujarat and India. They are attacking heritage built by Islamic rulers and resultant 

traditions and culture which has contributed towards inclusiveness, composite culture, peace, 

and tolerance. Gujarat is enriched with compositeness and culture of inclusion. Religion, 

cultural, sampradaay, Panth, Sufi, saints, poets, social reformer, educators, and writers have 

one way or another promoted equality, inclusion, peace, and unity. That‟s why the Bhakti 

movement which has promoted the value of peace, equality, and composite culture found 

roots in Gujarat.  The Roza-Rozi monument was built in the era of Sultan Mahmud Begada 

who is a great ruler and was a follower of Sufi saints. The Begda has incorporated that value 

and is seen in the art and structure of the established architectural sites during his rule. Roza-

Rozi is one such example.    

This politics of heritage has larger implications than just conflict over a piece of land or 

monument. History is a framework through which a society understands itself, and 

monuments are a physical manifestation of the past, for good or ill. The rejection and 

destruction of these monuments are not only about rejecting the nation‟s past and de-coupling 

people from their history but disconnecting those associated with that history from any claim 

to a part of the nation‟s identity. Thus, reclaiming of heritage can trace to a bigger malice of 

exclusion and erosion of secular democracy. 

 

About Roza Rozi Dargah: 

 

Roza Rozi Dargah a well-known heritage site preserved under 

the Archaeological Survey of India Department is situated in 

Mehmdabad. This site reflects the rich composite culture in 

India where Hindus and Muslims both come to pray and 

perform rituals according to their belief. Roza and Rozi are 15th-century Maqbara or 

Mausoleums on the banks of Vartak River in a small village Sojali about 4 km from 

Mehemdabad city in Gujarat. During the reign of Sultan Mahmud Begada, Hazrat Mubarak 
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Saiyyad was a minister and his son Hazrat Pir Minar Saiyyad built the Roza as a memorial to 

his father. The Roza is also the resting place of Pir Minar Saiyyad and other members of the 

family.  

The Roza is decorated with domes, arches, columns, and 

finely carved stone grills. It is difficult to count the number of 

columns and looking through the columns and arches gives 

you a feeling of a never-ending line. The patterns on the stone 

grill in the main chamber are geometric and it is said that no pattern has been repeated. The 

main dome has grillwork on the upper level and the sunlight coming through the grill is 

striking. A little ahead on the opposite side is the Rozi, which houses the memorials of the 

wives and other women from the family. The Rozi is a simpler structure in brick with some 

work on the inside of the domes. The original structure had two minarets of which one is still 

standing. One can see some work on the minaret. The site is about 40 km from Ahmedabad 

and takes about an hour to reach by road. In safarnama (Central and South), written by 

Saroop Dhruv, there is mention of the historical beauty of the Roza-Rozi.  

 

About the incident: 

 

As mentioned above, on the occasion of Navratri, on Maha Ashtami (Atham 

of Navratri) 13
th

 October 2021, a group of people including women, 

adolescent girls and boys entered the gate of Roza-Rozi dargah under the 

pretext of offering puja in the newly built small mandir which is in the 

compound of the monument. But the mob after entering the compound of the 

dargah instead of going towards the mandir which is situated on the back side 

of the dargah in the same compound entered the dargah. The mob stopped 

right in front of the dargah and played music on DJ set and danced throughout the procession.  

After entering the gate, the mob moved from the gate towards the Mandir and stopped in 

front of the dargah.  A group of people from the mob danced on DJ music during that 

procession in front of the dargah. Some people from the mob entered in the dargah of peer 

and placed a photo of Hindu goddess Khodiyar and performed Aarti and sprinkled the Gulaal 

and lit a lamp (Diya). The video of the whole incident was recorded and it went viral on 

social media. This hurt the sentiments of Muslims and led to apprehensions of communal 

riots. Different groups, political parties, and Muslim leaders have raised this issue and 

submitted the memorandum to the collector and SP to take action against it.  
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SDM and collector also visited the site and took the cognizance. The 

police has uninstalled the photo of Mataji from the Dargah the next day 

and ensured the cleaning up of Gulaal from the Dargah. Protection was 

given at the site. 

There is a temple like structure which was put up recently in 2014 inside 

the compound of the dargah. This temple of Goddess Khodiyaar is on the 

bank of the river Vartak. The khodal or Khodiyaar Mata (Goddess) is 

mainly the Goddess (Kul Devi) of the Patel community in Gujarat and other communities in 

Hindus and NT/ DNT also worship her. A small mandir covered with red clothes has 

emerged in this Roza-Rozi compound. The old ancient stone of the structure 

with some design emerged after the water of river Vatrak changed course and 

flows away from the dargah. It was claimed by the locals that the idol (Murti) 

of Mataji came up mystically at the site of the temple. This also marked the 

origin of the dispute and narrative claiming Roza Rozi was earlier a temple. 

Puja is offered in the mandir on various occasions.  

A separate entrance was allocated to access the Mandir in the compound. This road passes 

through the compound from the gate on one side of the monument. Devotees wanting to 

access the temple to offer puja use this entrance. On the day of the incident, the 

mob entered the compound from another gate of the monument, and according 

to the caretaker (Mujavar), he allowed them to enter as he thought they were 

going to offer puja in the Mandir. However, the mob stopped in front of the 

dargah and played the DJ and danced. And amongst them, one person went 

inside the Dargah and performed the Puja after placing the photo of the 

goddess.  

 

The following narratives emerged from the interaction of the fact finding team with the 

different stakeholder 

During the discussion with caretaker and a few locals: 

 

 According to the caretaker (Mujavar), the monument is well known and it is a symbol 

of diversity where the villagers- Muslims and Non-Muslim come to pray and bow 

down their head to the Peer. This is a protected monument under the Archaeological 

survey of India. People from different areas come here for a full day to enjoy the 

peace and serenity of the site. Some people come for religious purposes and some to 
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enjoy the peace and beauty of two monuments. He believes that it is a good example 

of composite culture and people from different faith come here. The Hindus too 

revere the peer. This is Ganga Jamna Tehzib- the culture of India and Gujarat. There 

is a need to promote such culture and respect each other‟s beliefs and 

religions.  Besides, he also said that they used to decorate the whole village, even the 

Mahadev Temple of the village, on the occasion of the Ursh of Peer Saheb. This way 

there was always communal harmony and a sense of belongingness in the village.  

Speaking about the incident, he said that on the day of the incident, the mob was 

allowed to go through the other gate to offer the puja on Atham i.e. on 13/10/2021 at 

the Mandir due to traffic on the regular route. He believed that like other times when 

the villagers regularly on different occasions went to the mandir for the Puja this time 

too they wanted to visit the temple.  

When asked about the incident and if there was a precedent to it, according to him, the 

incident was planned by outsiders, maybe people from supremacist groups.  He said 

that police had arrested and interrogate the person seen in the video doing puja in the 

main dargah. However, this accused claims that he does not know anything and that 

he was asked him to go to the dargah and he went there and did what was asked of 

him. 

When he was asked about the Mandir, he said that his ancestors have been in service 

of the dargah. But there was no Mandir. However, behind the monument on the wall 

after the water of the river receded, there emerged a stone with some design on it. It 

was declared as mystical and claimed to be the goddess Khodiyar. The small Mandir 

was built then after and puja and other offerings have started. According to him, the 

monument comes under the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) and it should have 

taken action against this act.   

 In the village of Sojali, the darbar community is in majority with around 3000 

population. There are merely 12 Muslim families and 3 families of caretakers of the 

monument living in the village. There is a past of communal tensions in the village, 

hence many Muslims left the village and have settled in Mehmdabad town. However, 

the Muslims have their land in the village and often come to the village to take care of 

their lands. 

 One of the residents of the village who requested anonymity said, “More Hindus come 

to the Dargah than Muslims, and in this village, Muslim are few in population. 
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Henceforth, we want to put a photo of Mataji in the Dargah so that we can do Puja in 

Dargah also. We come to the compound of rozi (which is just 100 meters away from 

the main Roza) monument to collect fodder for our domestic animals and no one-

stops us. The caretaker is also very cooperative and never stopped us”.    

 Some local Muslims who were upset alleged that the caretaker opened the gate on the 

day of incidents and allowed the mob to enter the premises with DJs on purpose. They 

raised the question why didn‟t the caretaker take any legal actions to stop Puja being 

performed by Hindus in the newly built Mandir? They believe that the caretaker fears 

being harassed by the locals Hindus. Some of them alleged that BJP MLA Arjun 

Singh was present in a program organized in the village on the same day before the 

incident. It was alleged that after his meeting the people entered the Dargah and he 

might have provoked the people.                 

 The caretaker‟s audio is also viral where some local Muslims have asked him about 

the incident but he refuses to give any statement saying it's a regular phenomenon. 

However, he also goes on to say that the villagers had threatened him against filing 

applications and mentioning the presence of BJP MLA Arjun Singh in the program. 

He also said that ASI officers had also come to the site and had done the Panchnama. 

 SP Arpita in an interview with a local Deshlive reporter, said that the Mandir is very 

ancient. She said, “People used to go for Puja in the Mandir and this is not a new 

phenomenon. Even the caretaker has told us this. Every year, Navratri is celebrated 

and procession of the goddess known as“Mataji Palki” also passes in Atham with 

harmony”. The ASI officer also confirmed the same thing. However, when asked by 

the reporter about the placing of photos in Dargah and performing of the arti inside 

the dargah, she replied that she didnt receive any information about it and it is under 

the jurisdiction of the Collector.   

 

Findings of the Team: 

 

 It appears that the incident that took place on 13
th

 October 2021 was planned and 

provoked by the supremacists group to disturb the peace in the village. Though the 

caretaker is refraining from naming any particular organization, the fear in him is 

palpable. It can‟t be a coincidence that a mob in came on the same day in such a large 

number and entered the dargah to perform puja of a picture they placed in it. Given the 
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political atmosphere and precedent of reclaiming non-Hindu heritage in the state,it seems 

that this incident was part of a larger conspiracy by the supremacists group. The dispute 

over the newly constructed temple and claims of the stone bearing a design resembling 

the goddess mystically emerging will turn into a huge dispute in the future and can lead to 

mass communal violence. The atmosphere is charged in the village with the demands that 

the dargah should be opened for puja of Hindu goddess. 

 The presence of BJP MLA Arjun Singh in the program prior to the incident has been 

confirmed by many people but no evidence of provoking the act has been found. At the 

same time, this coincidence can‟t be dismissed entirely.   

 The local residents who participated in the procession have come out clearly. The person 

who was performing the Aarti in Dargah has put his photo on social media. They are 

taking pride in this act and hail this as a victory. There is no remorse.  

 From the narratives of the local residents it is clear that they do believe in the claim that 

this dargah was a temple earlier. This false narrative is planted by supremacist groups to 

polarize the village along religious lines and create hatred for Muslims. There is an 

attempt to breach peace of the village.  

 The temple is newly built in 2014 and no ancient evidence of its 

presence has been found in writing in any literature. Thus, the 

construction and photo image of Mataji should be removed 

immediately. The rule  32 of Ancient Monuments And Archaeological 

Sites and Remains Rules, 1959 and amended in 1992, says that areas 

up to 100 meters from the protected limits and further beyond it up to 

200 meters near or adjoining should be protected. It regulates areas for 

the purposes of both mining operation and construction. The provision 

which says that construction within the regulated areas needs prior approval of ASI 

should be implemented. The ASI should file FIR against the people under „The Ancient 

Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958 (24 of 1958)‟. 

 The land of the site is very huge and people with vested interests have an eye on the land 

for economic benefits. This communal dispute could be a smokescreen to capture the 

land. 

 The Muslims have their own lands in the village and the supremacists group are taking 

advantage of economic conditions of local villagers. They want Muslims completely 

washed out from the village and capture the entire property.  
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Recommendations of the team: 

 

 The dialogue among the local villagers should be initiated by the collector and concerned 

authority and resolve the issue as soon as possible. A peace committee, consisting of 

members of both communities should be set up to stop future disputes. This committee 

should consist of locals and political leaders. 

 The caretaker should be given proper constant protection so that he can live fearlessly and 

follow up with legal actions. 

 The property is registered under the Waqf. The state waqf board should also initiate the 

process to resolve the issue and file a petition for clearance of the new constructions. 

 Communal politics will be played around these issues in the future and thus it must be 

addressed on an immediate basis.   

 More programs and dialogue about composite culture and diversity should be initiated in 

the village and across the state to highlight the shared culture of the village and act as 

cement in the inter-personal bonds.  

 The monument is an example of diversity and composite culture where different 

community people come for their own beliefs. The spirit of this must be protected and 

awareness should be built about this composite culture.  


