
---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Shankar Sharma <shankar.sharma2005@gmail.com>
Date: Sat, 12 Dec 2020 at 11:39
Subject: Can India be ranked as a top performer on climate mitigation – ground realities
To: <vch-niti@gov.in>, <saloni.goel@gov.in>, Sh Rakesh Sarwal <as-niti@gov.in>, avinashmishra <amishra-
pc@nic.in>, <rajnath-pc@gov.in>,  <CEO-niti@gov.in>
Cc: <drjitendras@gmail.com>, <appt.pmo@gov.in>, Secretary (MoEF) <secy-moef@nic.in>, <secyhfw@nic.in>, 
secy-power <secy-power@nic.in>, water resource <secy-mowr@nic.in>, <secy.moc@nic.in>, <secy-
agri@gov.in>, chair.cea <chair.cea@nic.in>, <cea@nic.in>, Nirmala Sitharaman <nsitharaman@gmail.com>, Dr.
Harsh Vardhan <dr.harshvardhan@gov.in>, <babulsupriyo@gmail.com>, mosef <mosef@nic.in>,  <mos-
pcm@gov.in>

To
Dr. Rajiv Kumar  
Vice Chairman, NITI Aayog, New Delhi
 
Copy with complements to:

1.      Sri. Prakash Javadekar, MoEF&CC, New Delhi
2.      Dr. Harshvardhan, Union Minister for Health & Family Welfare, New Delhi
3.      Dr. Jitendra Singh, MoS, PMO, New Delhi
4.      Sri. Narendra Modi, PM, New Delhi

 
Dear Dr. Rajiv Kumar,
Subject: Can India be ranked as a top performer on climate mitigation – the ground realities
 
Greetings from Sagar, Western Ghats, Karnataka.
 
At  the  outset  I  would  like  to  thank  your  team  (through Sri. Saloni  Goel,  Specialist  Climate  Change)  for
responding to my earlier email of 2 Dec. 2020 addressed to Dr. Jitendra Singh, PMO, and with a Cc to you. 
These emails are as forwarded below for your ready reference.
 
Whereas the information provided in the email of Sri. Saloni Goel has already been in the public domain for
about 12 years,  what should be of  concern to all  of  us is  the fact  that the ground realities as far  as the
consequences of various actions/ omissions associated with Climate Change in India need our serious and
urgent introspection.  This is so because not much has been seen in the media on various statements made
in National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC),  since 2008.  From a common man's perspective those
statements have all remained on paper without much visibility in action at the ground level.   In this context, it
is also critical for our country to rationally consider whether there is a scope to be elated because of a recent
media report that India has been ranked as one in top 10 performers on climate change index by a private
survey.

In this context it is worthwhile to objectively consider some of the ground realities.
·         whereas the forest & tree cover in the country is only about 21% of the total  land area as
against the national forest policy target of 33%, our forest and trees are being annihilated routinely  in
the name of 'development' projects; 
·         thousands of  hectares  of  rich  original  forest  lands,  even  within  the  legally  protected  and
ecologically  sensitive  forest  lands  such  as  Wildlife  Sanctuaries  and  National  Parks  are  being
routinely diverted to non-forestry purposes every year, whereas these tropical forests are established
as the most effective and least costly options in combating Climate Change; 
·         one media report says: "For the country as a whole, the loss of primary forest in the last five
years was more than 120,000 ha, which is nearly 36% more than such losses seen between 2009 and
2013."  This is in stark contrast to what IPCC says. IPCC says in its IV Assessment Report: “Emissions
from deforestation are very significant – they are estimated to represent more than 18% of global
emissions”;  “Curbing  deforestation  is  a  highly  cost-effective  way  of  reducing  greenhouse  gas
emissions.”; 
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·         over  500  projects  in  India’s  protected  areas  and  eco-sensitive  zones  were  cleared  by  the
National Board of Wildlife between June 2014 and May 2018.  Kerala crisis during recent monsoon
seasons arose due to the destruction of ecologically sensitive zones in Western Ghats;  climate change
can trigger more devastating floods in India as per one UK charity; 
·         "Air pollution contributed to the death of 16.7 lakh people in India in 2019, with over a lakh of
them less than a month old (a new global study by a US-based NGO has revealed).   According to the
State of Global Air,  2020, a report on global exposure to air pollution, released by Health Effects
Institute (HEI) recently, air pollution is the biggest health risk in India.   Air pollution at crisis level in
north India - says NITI Aayog; rising air pollution will impact rainfall patterns in India as per an UN
report. Similarly the pollution /contamination of water and soil are of no less concern; 
·         how ready is India to face the implications of climate change? Not much. The temperatures in
India could rise by 4.4°C by 2100, says a govt. report. The Ministry of Earth Sciences has come up with
a report, which is quite alarming. Average temperature in India is projected to rise 4.4 Degree Celsius,
frequency  of  heat  waves  would  be three to four  times,  intensity  of  tropical  cyclones to  increase
substantially  and sea level is to rise by 30 cm by the end of the century with reference to the level of
each parameter that existed two three decades ago; 
·         some of the key implications projected by Draft National Energy Policy of 2017, which is not
finalised yet are:  (a) share of non-fossil fuel based capacity in electricity by 2040: 57% -66%; (b) Per
capita  energy  demand:  503  kgoe/capita  in  2012  to  1,055-1,184  kgoe/capita  in  2040;  (c)
Energy related Emissions per capita: 1.2 tons of Carbon Dioxide Equivalent/capita in 2012 to 2.7-3.5
tons of Carbon Dioxide Equivalent/capita in 2040; (d) CAGR of electricity supply : 5.5% between 2012-
2040; (e) CAGR of primary energy supply (Ambitious scenario): 3.6% between 2012-2040; (f) overall
Import dependence (including non-commercial energy): 31% in 2012 to 36%-55% in 2040; 
·         these projections have not been modified even towards the end of 2020, which may indicate
that all those projections are still considered valid. In such a scenario it can be equated to a falsehood
to state that our country is doing great with regards to Climate Change;
·         whereas the only  positive policy  initiative,  which  can be treated as  a  credible  claim is  the
announcement on 450 GW of renewable power capacity by 2030, even this has not been made part
of  any  official  policy  document,  and  adequate  relevant  details  such  as  timelines,  yearly  targets,
financial outlays, where, how and how much etc. are not known;
·         at the same time a large number of conventional technology power plants, such as coal and dam
based hydel power plants, are being planned /implemented with the prospect that the total GHG
emissions of the country by 2040/50 can be 2-3 times more than that now;  few months ago about 40
additional  coal  mines  were  opened  for  public  auction,  and  about  170,000  hectares  of  thick  and
natural Hasdeo Arand forest lands in Chattisgarh was thrown open for coal mining.
·         in view of the fact that there is continuous increase in the number of automobiles on the road,
and in view of that fact that there are direct /indirect encouragements for tourism as a revenue
earning industry, there will be enormous increase in demand for fossil fuels. There is no official policy
document (such as a diligently prepared national energy policy) to address all these concerns;
·         there has been no official recognition, as yet, that the total GHG emissions of the country by
2040/50 must be much less than what it is now; and no target for such reduction in absolute volume
of GHGs has been announced;  the projection that  the energy related emissions per capita would
increase from 1.2 tons of Carbon Dioxide Equivalent/capita in 2012 to 2.7-3.5 tons of Carbon Dioxide
Equivalent/capita  in  2040  should  provide a  correct  picture  of  India’s  contribution to  global  GHG
emissions, because the population of the country may reach about 1.5 billion by 2040;
·         no target date, as yet, has been identified for peak coal consumption in the country or when the
last coal power plant will be decommissioned; the country has not even acknowledged so far that
there is a need for it to plan for net zero CO2 emissions by 2050, as is the IPCC recommendation;
·         whereas the National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC) was released more than 10 years
ago,  such a plan which should have been treated as evolving and hence dynamic,  has not  been
reviewed to correctly reflect the past performance and changed circumstances.

 
Keeping all  these issues in objective consideration, our society may deem it  a hollow claim that the govt.
is committed to climate action; and that India is a top performer on the Climate Change front. There are huge
gaps between the tall claims and the ground realities.  
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May I draw your kind attention also to another recent article from AFP, as in the link below, on the  topic of the
future energy scenario for India with the special emphasis on Climate Change?  The article says: "… Natural
gas, which emits less CO2 than oil, and especially coal, is likely to see moderate growth over the medium term,
especially from China and India where it could be used to replace coal power stations."  
-----------------------------------------------------------------
Fossil fuels still reign, but renewables make inroads  
https://www.deccanherald.com/science-and-environment/fossil-fuels-still-reign-but-renewables-make-inroads-
925259.html
--------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
Assuming that the Union govt. also is considering having natural gas as a replacement to coal, there are very
many major questions needing adequate clarification in that regard. Where would India get all that amount of
natural gas from to replace coal power capacity?   Media reports say that India has 82.8% import dependence
for crude oil  and 45.3% for natural gas/LNG. Even if it is feasible to import all  the natural gas required to
replace coal power capacity, what happens to its Aatma Nirbhar Bharat aim?  What will be the total volume of
such natural gas?  Since the usage of natural gas is clearly linked to GHG emissions, even though they are said
to be less than that of coal and oil, what will be the total GHG emissions at the national level from the energy
sector under such a scenario?  Since the GHG associated with natural gas is largely Methane, which is said to
be about 80 times more potential than CO2, how will it really assist in the global fight against Climate Change?
 
All such issues should have been diligently discussed in a national energy policy, but highly deplorably we have
no  such  policy.   All  that  we  have  is  empty  rhetoric  from  the  ministers,  and  unsubstantiated  and  vague
statements on the energy sector from our ministers and bureaucrats.
 
To add to such confusion there have also been few recent media reports which give a wrong picture of our
country’s performance in Climate Change mitigation. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
India’s leadership on solar, industry transition reason to believe climate goals can be achieved: UN
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/indias-leadership-on-solar-industry-transition-reason-to-believe-climate-goals-
can-be-achieved-un/article33262452.ece 
 
India in top 10 performers on climate change index 
https://m.timesofindia.com/india/india-in-top-10-performers-on-climate-change-index/amp_articleshow/79612075.cms
 
India a top performer on climate mitigation but more needs to be done: Report
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/climate-change/india-a-top-performer-on-climate-mitigation-but-more-needs-to-
be-done-report-74547
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
News articles, such as the above ones, pose the risk of not only giving a false sense of achievement  to our
ministers  and  bureaucrats,  but  also  lead  them  towards  a  vastly  harmful  complacency.  Whereas  such
performance indexes in the context of Climate Change may rank India high only on the basis  of few statements
in international arena,  there are no discernible action plans to  substantiate the same in practice,  and the
pollution  /contamination  of  air,  water  and  soil,  as  evidenced  by  the  fast  dwindling  biodiversity  and
deteriorating community health scenario, should indicate that the country as a whole is doing badly in taking
all feasible steps to combat Climate Change; certainly not to adequately protect its own communities. 
 
India’s NDC declaration to UNFCCC says that it intends to reduce the emissions intensity of its GDP by 33 to 35
percent by 2030 from 2005 level.  Even if this is achievable, what is important to note is that by 2030 the total
GHG emissions of the country can still be quite high as compared to what it was in 2005, because the total GDP
itself  would have gone up many times by that time.  On the same count,  the total GHG emissions of the
country by 2050 could be vastly higher because of the vastly increased GDP of the country due to the high GDP
growth  rate  paradigm  of  the  successive  governments.  So  it  is  hard  to  imagine  how  India  can  meet  its
international obligation on Climate Change in a business as usual scenario.
 
In this context, it is worthy of noticing what the preamble to the draft 'National Resource Efficiency Policy'
(NREP), 2019 by MoEF&CC says:   "Driven by rapid economic and population growth, the demand for natural
resources, especially materials have grown manifold over the last few decades. In the endeavor for economic
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growth, natural resources have been largely indiscriminately exploited, adversely impacting the environment
and  biodiversity.  Further,  cross  linkages  between  resource  use,  climate  change,  land  degradation  and
biodiversity loss has been scientifically well established.        Meeting the demand for products and services, of a
rising population with increased aspirations has led to mostly indiscriminate exploitation of natural resources
and would further lead to increased pressure on resources resulting in environmental degradation, thereby
raising sustainability concerns.    "India, as one of the fastest growing economies with GDP at 2.6 trillion USD,
has increased its  material  consumption to  six  times,  from 1.18 billion  tonnes in  1970 to  7  billion  tonnes
in 2015; however this economic growth has been coupled with inherent cost on the natural environment. The
material consumption is projected to more than double by 2030, in order to provide for increasing population,
rapid  urbanization and growing aspirations. The projected pace of  economic development is  going to  put
pressure  on  already  stressed  and  limited  resources  and  may  lead  to  serious  resource  depletion  and
environmental degradation affecting the economy, livelihoods and the quality of life.  Further, material use is
also closely associated with the problem of increasing wastes, which when suitably processed could deliver
valuable secondary resources.  
 
Our policy on export of food items such as rice and sugar, and other raw materials and commodities must also
be carefully reviewed from the perspective of  the associated impacts  on our land,  water,  energy,  wastes
management etc.  For example, the massive surplus of sugar in the country and the encouragement for the
export of the same should be carefully reviewed from the perspective of massive quantities of water needed,
agricultural land diversion from food production, energy needed, wastes etc. 
 
All these factors should establish beyond any doubt that our country, with a large and growing population with
limited  natural  resource  base,  must  take  a  different  developmental  paradigm  with  unwavering  focus  on
people’s sustainable welfare measures and ably supported by responsible and efficient usage of the available
resources within the country.  Even if India is to take the stand that it has much less obligations to reduce its
total GHG emissions because of the historical fact of low per capita emissions, a high level of its total GHG
emissions by 2040/50 should be still unacceptable, because high GHG emissions will be a consequence of the
over exploitation of our natural resources, which in turn will push the vulnerable sections of our society to
destitution.  

Such a scenario cannot be the correct way to govern a large and diverse country with an aspiration to acquire
the UNSC membership.  
 
Unless our country effectively implements a different developmental paradigm so as to minimise the total
demand on materials and energy, which are the root cause of high GHG emissions and accelerated depletion
of our natural resources, while also striving hard to ensure equitable development of all sections of the society
we can neither stake claim as a responsible global player nor as a welfare oriented country living upto the
legitimate needs of our own people.  

In this context, can the people of our country earnestly hope that urgent and adequate attention to these
critical issues will be accorded by NITI Aayog, and suitable recommendations will be made soon to the govt. so
as to put in place all the policies/ action plans by 2030, and achieve net zero GHG emissions by 2050?

In this larger context it has become overdue to objectively review the National Action Plan on Climate Change
(NAPCC), and finalise a diligently prepared national energy policy.   It goes without saying that these policies
cannot  meet  the  requirements  of  our  communities  unless  the  concerned  CSOs  and  individuals  are  also
effectively involved in the associated deliberations.

Regards
Shankar Sharma
Power Policy Analyst
Anugraha, 5th Cross, 80 ft Road
Vijayanagar 1st stage, Sagara, Karnataka - 577 401
Phone: ++ 91 94482 72503
shankar.sharma2005@gmail.com
shankar.sharma2005@hotmail.com
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Shankar Sharma <shankar.sharma2005@gmail.com>
Date: Mon, 14 Dec 2020 at 21:31
Subject: An Open Letter to the Prime Minister - India’s position in global Climate performance
To: <appt.pmo@gov.in>, <drjitendras@gmail.com>, Narendra Modi <narendramodi1234@gmail.com>, 
<connect@mygov.nic.in>, <cabinet@nic.in>, <cabinetsy@nic.in>
Cc: Secretary (MoEF) <secy-moef@nic.in>, <secyhfw@nic.in>, secy-power <secy-power@nic.in>, 
<secy.moc@nic.in>, chair.cea <chair.cea@nic.in>, <cea@nic.in>, Nirmala Sitharaman 
<nsitharaman@gmail.com>, Dr. Harsh Vardhan <dr.harshvardhan@gov.in>, <babulsupriyo@gmail.com>, 
mosef <mosef@nic.in>,  <mos-pcm@gov.in>, PRAKASH JAVADEKAR <pjavadekar@gmail.com>, <vch-
niti@gov.in>,  <CEO-niti@gov.in>, <saloni.goel@gov.in>, Sh Rakesh Sarwal <as-niti@gov.in>, avinashmishra 
<amishra-pc@nic.in>, <rajnath-pc@gov.in>, <rksinghmpara@gmail.com>, <piyush.goyal@gov.in>

An Open Letter to the Hon'ble Prime Minister
India’s position in global Climate performance

Dated, 14th Dec. 2020
-------------------------

 
My dear Hon'ble Prime Minister,
 
Greetings from Sagar, Western Ghats, Karnataka.
 
On  the  occasion  of  5th Anniversary  of  Paris  Agreement  recently,  the  focus  has  returned  again,  may  be
temporarily, to a reality check as to how various signatories to the agreement have performed during the last
five years,  and their  commitments for the future.  Very many articles have appeared in the media in this
regard.  Few of them as below caught my attention.  Your speech at Climate Ambition Summit on 12th Dec.
2020 deserves special mention. PIB has reported the following messages.
“ ..I must humbly share with you, that India is not only on track to achieve its Paris Agreement targets, but to
exceed them beyond expectations. We have reduced our emission intensity by 21% over 2005 levels. Our solar
capacity has grown from 2.63 GigaWatts in 2014 to 36 GigaWatts in 2020. Our renewable energy capacity is
the fourth largest in the world.
It will reach 175 GigaWatts before 2022. And, we have an even more ambitious target now - 450 GigaWatts of
renewable energy capacity by 2030. We have also succeeded in expanding our forest cover and safeguarding
our biodiversity. 
In 2047, India will  celebrate 100 years as a modern,  independent nation. To all  my fellow residents of this
planet, I make a solemn pledge today. Centennial India will not only meet its own targets, but will also exceed
your expectations.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Text of Prime Minister’s message at Climate Ambition Summit
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1680298
 
UN secretary general urges all countries to declare climate emergencies
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/dec/12/un-secretary-general-all-countries-declare-climate-
emergencies-antonio-guterres-climate-ambition-summit
 
UN: World could hit 1.5-degree warming threshold in 5 years
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/international/world-news/un-world-could-hit-1-5-degree-warming-
threshold-in-5-years/articleshow/76873337.cms?
utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
 
India didn’t cause climate change: Prakash Javadekar
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-didnt-cause-climate-change-prakash-javadekar-7101545/
 
The Paris Agreement on climate change and India’s low-emission future
https://lifestyle.livemint.com/news/big-story/the-paris-agreement-on-climate-change-and-india-s-low-emission-future-
111607611894020.html  
 
Paris Agreement turns 5: Time to demand real, drastic action NOW  
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https://www.downtoearth.org.in/blog/climate-change/paris-agreement-turns-5-time-to-demand-real-drastic-action-now-
74604
 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
While  appreciating  the  positive  sentiments  in  your  messages,  ordinary  people  like  me  would  appreciate
adequate clarifications in these messages.
 
1.      In this context, it is worthy to repeat what the UN secretary general has said on the occasion.   He has
urged all countries to declare climate emergencies.  Such a message indicates the gravity of the situation at
global  scale,  and  needing  concrete  measures  by  every  government.   At  least  38  countries  have
already declared such a state of emergency.  Recently, the UK announced that it would seek to cut emissions
by 68% (compared to 1990 levels) by 2030, and earlier this year, China announced that its emissions would
peak by 2030, and reach net zero by about 2060. But it is sad that India has not deemed it necessary to declare
a  climate  emergency.  Does  this  indicate  that  the  Union  govt.  does  not  see  any  serious  threats  to  its
communities,  especially the poor and the vulnerable sections,  from the looming consequences of  Climate
Change? 

2.      It is being increasingly recognized that the commitments to reduce emissions that countries made at Paris
were insufficient, and would result in catastrophic heating of more than 3C. There is a need to do effectively
much more than what was agreed at Paris. Hence, is there not a need for India to undertake effective policy
decisions on various fronts, such as forest cover and fossil fuel usage, in addition to the policy on renewable
energy capacity?

3.      Does India’s commitment to reduce its emissions intensity of its GDP by 33 - 35 percent by 2030 from
2005 level will be of any really help, if the GDP of the country itself goes up by many times, as the projections
are for 2030, and because of the high GDP growth rate paradigm being policy of the government?   Will it not
be correct to project that if India’s total GDP by 2030 increases by many times, its total GHG emissions will also
be much higher as compared to the level in 2005, even if the emission intensity is reduced?  What does the
computer simulation of total emissions under various such scenarios, say between CAGR of 5 to 8% of our GDP
by 2030, indicate? 

4.      Even though “Our solar capacity has grown from 2.63 GigaWatts in 2014 to 36 GigaWatts in 2020”, is it
also not a fact that the installed power generating capacity of fossil fuels (such as coal, oil, natural gas), as well
as Methane causing hydel dam based power plants also have increased considerably in this period?   Does not
this scenario also indicate that  due to  the considerable  increase in the installed capacity  of  conventional
technology power plants, and also due to massive increase in the consumption of petroleum products in the
transportation sector, the total GHG emissions of the country have increased massively between 2014 -2020?  
In this context, should our country not have committed itself by now at least to move away from coal power
dependency by 2030/40?

5.      Many countries in the world have declared net-zero emission targets for 2050. Recently China has said
that it will be net-zero by 2060. Now the pressure is on all other governments, including India, to set its future
target.  Should India not commit itself to become net-zero in total emissions by 2050?  Without such a clear
commitment, can India hope to “exceed the global expectations by 2047”?

6.      Sri. Prakash Javadekar has reportedly said: “… Even presently, our carbon emissions remain restricted at
6.8 percent of global emissions and the per capita emissions is only 1.9 tonnes per capita.”   The draft National
Energy Policy of 2017 has projected that the energy related Emissions per capita will increase from 1.2 tons of
Carbon Dioxide Equivalent/capita in 2012 to 2.7-3.5 tons of Carbon Dioxide Equivalent/capita in 2040.   Since
this projection has not been modified yet, it should mean that for a projected population base of nearly 150
crores by 2040, the absolute value of the country's total emissions can be vastly more than what it was in
2005. In this larger context should the draft ‘National Energy Policy’ and the draft 'National Resource Efficiency
Policy'  (NREP),  2019  by  MoEF&CC not  be reviewed  urgently  and diligently  to  correctly  reflect  our  needs,
constraints, and objectives?

7.      Whereas the forest & tree cover in the country is only about 21% of the total land area as against the
national  forest  policy  target  of  33%,  our  forest  and trees  are  being  annihilated  routinely in  the  name of
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'development' projects; thousands of hectares of rich original forest lands, even within the legally protected
and  ecologically  sensitive  forest  lands  such  as  Wildlife  Sanctuaries  and  National  Parks  are  being
routinely diverted to non-forestry purposes every year, whereas these tropical forests are established as the
most effective and least costly options in combating Climate Change; it is reported that "For the country as a
whole, the loss of primary forest in the last five years was more than 120,000 ha, which is nearly 36% more
than  such losses  seen between 2009 and 2013."   Over  500 projects  in  India’s  protected  areas  and  eco-
sensitive zones were cleared by the National Board of Wildlife between June 2014 and May 2018.   This is in
stark contrast to what IPCC says: “Emissions from deforestation are very significant – they are estimated to
represent  more  than  18%  of  global  emissions”;  “Curbing  deforestation  is  a  highly  cost-effective  way  of
reducing greenhouse gas emissions”.  In this larger context, shall we not commit ourselves not to allow further
degradation of the original forest area; not to divert any forest lands from the legally protected areas; to
increase the total forest & tree cover to 33% of the land area before 2030; and also to increase the legally
protected wildlife habitats considerably from the present 4.6% of the land area to at least 10% by 2030? 

8.      Even if  India  decides  to  continue  to  take  the  stand that  it  has  much less  obligations to  the  global
community to reduce its total GHG emissions because of the historical fact of low per capita emissions, a high
level of its total GHG emissions by 2040/50 as compared to 2005 should be still unacceptable, because high
GHG emissions has been and will be a consequence of the over exploitation of our natural resources, which in
turn will push the vulnerable sections of our society to destitution.  The  draft 'National Resource Efficiency
Policy' 2019, by MoEF has said: "India, as one of the fastest growing economies with GDP at 2.6 trillion USD,
has increased its  material  consumption to  six  times,  from 1.18 billion  tonnes in  1970 to  7  billion  tonnes
in 2015; however this economic growth has been coupled with inherent cost on the natural environment. The
material consumption is projected to more than double by 2030, in order to provide for increasing population,
rapid  urbanization and growing aspirations. The projected pace of  economic development is  going to  put
pressure  on  already  stressed  and  limited  resources  and  may  lead  to  serious  resource  depletion  and
environmental degradation affecting the economy, livelihoods and the quality of life.”        All these factors should
establish beyond any doubt that our country, with a large and growing population along with a limited natural
resource base, must urgently take a different developmental paradigm with unwavering focus on people’s
sustainable welfare measures and ably supported by responsible and efficient usage of the available resources
within  the  country.  In  this  context,  is  it  not  critical  for  our  country  to  unambiguously  acknowledge  the
inalienable linkage between unabated demand for materials and energy on one hand and the Climate Change
& human  health/welfare  on the other  hand?  Is  there  not  a  critical  need to  thoroughly  review our  past
developmental paradigm which had focused on high GDP growth rate, and replace it with a new paradigm
where the focus is on equitable development of all sections of our society on a sustainable basis at lowest
overall cost to the country while continuously ensuring a healthy biodiversity base?

9.      Assuming the media reports that the union govt. is considering having natural gas as a replacement to
coal as a transition strategy is correct, there are very many major questions needing adequate clarification in
that regard. Where would India get all that amount of natural gas from to replace coal power capacity?   Media
reports also say that India has about 83% import dependence for crude oil and 45% for natural gas/ LNG. Even
if  it  is feasible to import all  the natural gas required to replace coal power capacity,  what happens to its
AtmaNirbhar Bharat aim?  What will be the total volume of such natural gas?  Since the usage of natural gas is
clearly linked to GHG emissions, even though they are said to be less than that of coal and oil, what will be the
total  GHG emissions at  the national  level  from the energy sector  under such a  scenario?  Since the GHG
associated with natural gas is largely Methane, which is said to be about 80 times more potent than CO 2, how
will it really assist in the global fight against Climate Change?

10.  When we objectively consider all these concerns and various associated issues from a holistic perspective
of the true welfare of our people, and with an objective to make our country a responsible global player,
should it not become evident that our energy policy has an inescapable imperative to be vastly different to
what it has been in the past, and that it should strive honestly to become really green and self sufficient at the
earliest by moving away completely from fossil fuels, dam based hydro power and nuclear power, and focusing
on  distributed  kind  of  renewable  energy  sources  where  the  demand/  supply  is  scientifically  determined
through  effective  implementation  of  highest  possible  efficiencies,  optimum  levels  of  demand  side
management, and responsible conservation efforts without compromising on the health of the environment in
anyway?
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May  I  request  that  instructions  may  please  be  issued  to  the  concerned  authorities  to  provide  suitable
clarifications to these concerns/ questions,  preferably through one or more interactive public information
initiatives at  the earliest?  Such an initiative will  enable ordinary people  like  me,  who may not know the
intricacies of international obligations and the science of Climate Change, to correctly understand the overall
policy  of  the  government,  and  to  enable  them  to  actively  participate  in  building  a  truly
“AatmaNirbhar Bharat”.   Such public information initiatives are,  anyways,  consistent with the oft repeated
slogan of the govt. sab ke saath, sab ka vikaas, sab ka vishwaas.

Also please find enclosed three discussion papers to drive home the points made w.r.t the Climate Change and
our growth paradigm for your kind ready reference.

Regards
Shankar Sharma
Power Policy Analyst
Anugraha, 5th Cross, 80 ft Road
Vijayanagar 1st stage, Sagara, Karnataka - 577 401
Phone: ++ 91 94482 72503
shankar.sharma2005@gmail.com
shankar.sharma2005@hotmail.com
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Shankar Sharma <shankar.sharma2005@gmail.com>
Date: Sat, 2 Jan 2021 at 13:34
Subject: Climate emergency - will Indian diplomacy face a climate test in 2021?
To:  <eam@mea.gov.in>, <jsoia2@mea.gov.in>, <diream@mea.gov.in>, <psfs@mea.gov.in>, 
<dirfs@mea.gov.in>, <mosvm@mea.gov.in>, <dirmosvm@mea.gov.in>, <secywest@mea.gov.in>

To
Dr S Jaishankar
Hon’ble Minister for External Affairs
Govt. Of India, New Delhi.
 
Dear Dr Jaishankar,
 
Greetings from Sagar, Western Ghats, Karnataka.  I wish you, your family and your staff the very best in the
New Year.
 
Whereas it is true that as a modest follower of current affairs, I do not have any serious concerns over the way
our external affairs ministry (along with the deference Ministry) is handling its affairs, the article, in the news
link below, by a retired diplomat (Mr. Syed Akbaruddin, a retired diplomat) has forced me to raise my concerns
with you as below.  I fondly hope that you will succeed where scores of environmentally concerned citizens like
me seem to have failed to persuade the Union govt. to read the clear and large writing on the wall over the
issue of India’s performance on Climate Change.
----------------------------------------------------------------------
Indian diplomacy’s climate test, writes Syed Akbaruddin
https://m.hindustantimes.com/analysis/indian-diplomacy-s-climate-test-writes-syed-akbaruddin/story-
ogaUjjNgfU4I7EtTO1AsxJ_amp.html 
---------------------------------------------------------------------
 
Few statements in this article caught my attention: "India is one of the few overachievers in terms of meeting
the Nationally Determined Contributions announced under the Paris Agreement for 2030. At the same time,
India, as yet,  is not in a position to set an economy-wide net-zero target as it needs to sustain economic
growth, pull millions out of poverty and provide power to them. 
 
While many observers may deem it  as a misnomer to call  India as an overachiever in  its  Climate Change
obligations, it is certainly untrue that India is not in a position to set an economy-wide-net-zero-target as it

8



needs economic growth.  A decent understanding of the ground realities within our country should reveal that
there is a lot more India can do to minimise its total GHG emissions without compromising on its economic
growth sustainability.  In  view of the fact that India is  already among the top five polluters, there will  be
escalating focus on reducing the global GHG emissions asap. Even though “Our solar capacity has grown from
2.63 GigaWatts in 2014 to 36 GigaWatts in 2020”, it is also a fact that the installed power generating capacity
of fossil fuels (such as coal, oil, natural gas), as well as Methane causing hydel dam based power plants also
have increased considerably in this period.

Hence, India will come under escalating global pressure to reduce its GHG emissions, as is happening to many
other countries.
 
Recently China, UK, EU, Japan and South Korea have joined what the UN estimates is now a total of over 110
countries that have set net zero targets for mid-century. Together, they represent  more than 65% of global
emissions and more than 70% of the world economy, the UN says.  It is in this context that Syed Akbaruddin
seems to have suggested: “Numerous conventional diplomatic issues loom on India’s horizon. However, it is
the unconventional that may upend all these important goals. When climate takes the centre stage of global
policymaking, the economic, social and political implications of the solutions to address the transboundary
concerns  are  likely  to  override  all  else  on  the  diplomatic  agenda.  The  announcement  of  John  Kerry’s
appointment to the new post of special presidential envoy for climate is an indication that US President-elect
Joe Biden’s climate agenda is global. Kerry’s assertion that, “America will soon have a government that treats
the climate crisis as the urgent national security threat that it is” reflects the thinking that the impact of the
climate crisis is becoming more complex.”
 
It is not difficult to agree with these views, when we take into account the increasing concerns at the global
level over the issue of Climate Change.  The latest example has been the UN sponsored 5th Anniversary of
Paris  Agreement  recently, wherein  only  those  countries  who  have  something  substantial  to  offer  to  the
international community were invited to speak. There can be no doubt whatsoever that such direct/ indirect
pressure on every country will increase in future.  It will only be a matter of time before India too, being one of
the  largest  polluters  and  being  the  third  or  fourth  largest  energy  consumer,  will  come  under  enormous
diplomatic pressure to do much more than it has done so far. 
 
In  the coming days,  the pressure will  be on all  other governments,  including India,  to set its  future GHG
emission target.      Should India not commit itself to become net-zero in total emissions by 2050?      Without such  
a clear commitment, can India hope to “exceed the global expectations by 2047”?      But sadly, there has been  
no official announcement to that extent so far.     
 
Please permit me to elaborate a bit more in this regard:
Recently one observer has noted: “To stand a reasonable chance of hitting the 1.5 0 C target we need to halve
total emissions by the end of 2030, according to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.”   The UN
says it wants to see coal phased out completely, an end to all fossil fuel subsidies and a global coalition to
reach net zero by 2050. This scenario requires at the global level that on an average every country (certainly
the larger polluters like USA, China, EU, Russia, Brazil, India) has to halve the country level emissions by 2030.
But there is not a single projection or policy of our country which may even remotely indicate that India’s total
GHG emissions  will  be  reduced  even  by  2040/50  (at  least,  such  indications  are  not  visible  in  the  public
domain).  On the contrary, the draft national energy policy, 2017, had projected that “Energy related Emissions
per capita will increase from 1.2 tons of Carbon Dioxide Equivalent/capita in 2012 to 2.7-3.5 tons of Carbon
Dioxide Equivalent/capita in 2040. For a population of about 1.35 billion, which is expected to reach about 1.5
billion by 2050, such a projection shall mean that the total GHG emissions of the country can be about 1.5 –
2.0 times more than what it was at 2012.  It is safe to state that there is no single economic/ policy indication
on the horizon that in a BAU scenario, the total GHG emissions of the country will be anything less than that in
2012.  In view of the fact that since this draft national energy policy has not been finalised yet with modified
projections,  or  since there  are  no policy  statements  to show that  the consumption of  fossil  fuels  will  be
considerably  reduced  by  2040/50,  it  is  but  natural  to  state  that  India’s  total  GHG  emissions  will  not  be
consistent with the global requirement.  India can be said to have failed to seriously consider an economy-
wide-net-zero target, which will be a major concern very soon in the international arena.
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In  this  context,  one  can  clearly  imagine  the  enormous  pressure  India  will  face  from  the  international
community between now and 2030.  Few other relevant policies  such as National  Action Plan on Climate
Change (NAPCC) or the draft 'National Resource Efficiency Policy' (NREP), 2019 also have nothing to indicate
that India’s total GHG emissions will be less by 2030, or even by 2050, as compared to that in 2012.   The high
GDP growth rate paradigm, which has been at the policy focus of the successive governments (such as the
target of a $5 trillion economy by 2024), if  continued, can only lead to massive increase in the total GHG
emissions. 
 
Whereas, India might not have come under great international pressure to minimise its GHG emissions so far
because of its large population, geographical size and its large size of economy, the same scenario will not
continue indefinitely, certainly nearer to 2030.  I am interacting with many NGOs at the global arena, and most
of them do not seem to be convinced about the tall claims by India on the Climate Change front.   Sooner than
later the international community will come to know that India’s tall claims are not supported by the ground
realities within the country, and hence the global pressure can be expected to escalate sooner than later. 

The COP26 at Glasgow, UK scheduled for Nov. 2021 will most likely be one such early international event
where many such ground realities of India's domestic performance may come into focus.
 
It is also certain that India’s official stand on its so called right to continue to emit more GHG emissions on the
basis of  a very low per capita GHG emissions cannot be sustained any longer because there are credible
evidences to indicate that India’s total GHG emissions can come down by considerable margins by as early as
2030,  if  suitable policy  interventions are carried out to  increase the overall  efficiency of  usage of natural
resources in critical sectors such as energy, forestry, agriculture, transport, industry, water etc.
 
What is much more worrisome in this  gloomy environmental  scenario is  the fact that high levels of GHG
emissions with a continuously increasing projection, as can be observed in India’s case, undoubtedly indicates
the unsustainable exploitation of  the already stretched natural  resources,  which if  continued, will  lead to
multiple calamities such as health issues and pandemics, erratic rains fall, unacceptable levels of pollution/
contamination of air, water and soil, reduced agricultural production, droughts, floods, forest fires etc. 
 
As Syed Akbaruddin has correctly opined: “It may be time for the ministry of external affairs to foster greater
integration and coherence in the evolving external dimensions of India’s approach to the multi-faceted nature
of climate crisis challenges in various forums. The statement that “The world cannot solve the climate crisis
without India’s active participation" is very true and hence vastly relevant to my present communication to
you.
 
In  this  context,  it  can  be  safely  stated  that  even  if  our  political  leaders  refuse  to  objectively  consider
safeguarding the true welfare of our communities from the looming threats of Climate Change, India cannot
afford to continue to ignore the consequences of enormous pressure from the international community w.r.t
our  GHG emissions.  Since our  Prime Minister  is  reported to  be attaching a  lot  more importance  to  the
international image of the country as compared to the legitimate concerns of his own people, the external
affairs ministry can play a critical role in persuading the union govt. to take all possible actions not only to
credibly assure the international community that India will be a responsible global player in its performance
w.r.t Climate Change, but also to implement effective action plans domestically to minimise the total GHG
emissions by 2030/2040 so that the legitimate concerns of its own people are adequately addressed. 
 
In  this  larger context,  may I also submit that there have been a large number of  studies/ commentaries/
scholarly articles/ anecdotal evidences to conclude that there is a tremendous scope for India to minimise its
dependence on fossil  fuels,  and also to  minimise  its  total  GHG emissions even as  early  as  2030,  thereby
minimising  the  impacts  of  Climate  Change  on  its  communities,  while  not  compromising  the  overall
development of the entire society in any way?  In order to set India on such a sustainable developmental
pathway, the Union govt. needs to take an urgent, objective and holistic review of the developmental pathway
for the country by effectively involving various stakeholders including the civil  society groups and domain
experts.
 
Two of my recent communication to NITI Aayog and PMO on the issue of India's Climate performance, as
forwarded below, may provide you the correct context of my concerns.

10



 
May I request you to arrange to seriously consider all the associated issues in a holistic manner at the highest
level of your ministry, and make concrete recommendations to the Union Cabinet accordingly?   I am convinced
that the Union Cabinet will consider such valid recommendations from your ministry in view of the criticality of
the same to India's external image.

If considered necessary, some of the concerned civil society representatives, who have been working on many
of the associated issues, will be happy to meet you and provide any clarifications needed.

Regards
Shankar Sharma
Power Policy Analyst
Anugraha, 5th Cross, 80 ft Road
Vijayanagar 1st stage, Sagara, Karnataka - 577 401
Phone: ++ 91 94482 72503
shankar.sharma2005@gmail.com
shankar.sharma2005@hotmail.com
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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