
Letter to the National Human Rights Commission on Captain Sanjit Bhattacharya’s Continuing Missing
Status

Dear Members

National Human Rights Commission

Sir/Madam

1.       On the occasion of human rights day, I bring to your notice a grave case of human rights 
violation against Captain Sanjit Bhattacharjee who is languishing in a foreign jail for 23 years.

2.       Captain Sanjit Bhattacharjee left for patrolling with his platoon on the night of 19/20 April 1997, 
in the Rann of Kutch bordering Pakistan. The next day, 15 of platoon members returned without the 
Captain and his shadow, Lance Naik Ram Bhadur Thapa.

3.       The Army records- 24 -28 April 1997- reveal that Captain Sanjit was handed over by Pakistani 
fishermen to one Major Khiyani of Pak Army and thereafter there is no trace of either of them.

4.       After sending a letter in May 2010, to the mother of Captain Sanjit, Kamla Bhattacharjee (ailing, 
81), explaining nothing, the government of India seems to have forgotten Captain Sanjit who, one can 
reasonably believe, is not dead.

5.       Captain Sanjit’s father died on 28 November 2020 after futile wait that lasted his life time.

6.       It is noted that the Captain Sanjit and his companion are  not  prisoners of war as they were  not 
captured during the war between two countries but in the process of a normal patrolling on border.

7.       The commission may be aware of the Gujarat High Court judgement directing the central 
government to  approach the International Court of Justice and making use of Geneva Conventions in 
such cases.

8.       I may also humbly remind the commission that under its statement of objectives, it is committed 
to peace building as its core function. In this context, I request the commission to  look into cases of 
Pakistani military personnel, if any,  in Indian jails, so that a process of trust building is initiated 
between two countries.

9.       As a citizen of the country, and on behalf of the family and perhaps the country, I request you to 
intervene into it on an urgent humanitarian basis.

10.    At a minimum, I expect that the commission apprise the family, if it is aware of this case,  what 
steps it has taken during the 23 years to ensure justice to bright officer who, if not in jail in an enemy 
country, would have been sitting in the same position as some of the members of this commission.

11.    Second, the commission owes itself to inform what steps it might take now to ensure Captain 
Sanjit’s release, now that, it has come to know of the matter.  



12.    As a citizen, I humbly demand that the Commission extend solidarity to the family and friends of 
Captain Sanjit in their endeavours to Captain Sanjit Bhattacharjee released from the captivity of our 
neighbouring country.

I take liberty to enclose with this letter a write up tracing the chronology in the case that is in public 
domain.

Kind regards

Sincerely

Pushkar Raj, Melbourne, Australia
 

Copy to member, Smt. Jyotika Kalra

Copy to Secretary General of NHRC


