
Annexure 2: Additional Key Dilutions

 Introducing environmental permission for certain category B2 projects.
Certain category B2 projects will be entirely exempted from the 4 stage
environment impact assessment (EIA) process (screening, scoping, public
consultation and appraisal) of obtaining an environmental clearance from
the Expert Appraisal Committee (EAC). The remaining category B2
projects will be exempted from submitting EIA report and public
consultation. Several slabs of projects which were earlier subject to
scrutiny under the rigorous EIA process have been included under this
category.

 Exempts Immensely Damaging Activities from Requirement of Prior
Environment Clearance or Prior Environment Permission: EIA Notification
2020 states (clause 4 sub-clause 3) that “securing the land by fencing or
compound wall; temporary shed for security guard(s); leveling of the land
without any tree felling; geo-technical investigations if any required for the
project” will not require Prior Environment Clearance or Permission. Thus
disastrous activities like levelling of Sand Dunes, Wetlands, marshlands, creeks
etc fencing or walling across mangroves, creeks, marshlands or wetlands are
allowed without any prior environment clearance or permission.

 Further, under clause 26. Exception of Projects, the Draft EIA
Notification 2020 exempts from requirement of  prior EC or EP the
following projects: i) Dredging and de-silting of dams, reservoirs, weirs,
barrages, river, and canals for the purpose of their maintenance, upkeep and
disaster management, sub-clause (7); ii) Coal and non-coal mineral
prospecting, sub- clause (19); iii) Standalone re-rolling mills involving
pickling operation with a capacity up to 1,00,000 ton per annum, sub-
clause (25a); iv) Standalone projects for melting of ‘coal tar pitch’ (with no
quantity bar), sub-clause (27); v)Manufacturing of Linear Alkyl Benzene
Sulphonic Acid (LABSA) from LAB sub-clause (33); vi) Manufacturing Unit
under the Ministry of Defence or Strategic Units for explosives,
detonators, fuses including management or handling units or depots
under the Ministry of Defence, sub- clause (36); and vii) Maintenance
Dredging, sub-clause (39).

 DEAC’s (District/Divisional Level Environment Appraisal Committees) have
been entrusted to provide Environment Clearance /Environment Permission
to B1 category of projects: DEAC’s (District/Divisional Level Environment
Appraisal Committees) have been allowed to assess and accord EC/EP for
B1 category projects-leaving scope for local manipulation. B1 category



of projects includes highly polluting projects like metallurgical industries
including Sponge Iron projects. DEAC’s can be entrusted with assessment of B2
category of projects alone.

 Categorisation of polluting industries / projects has been done in such a way
so as to allow further relaxations: As for example Sponge IronIndustries-
Capacities> 200 TPD capacity (i.e. >0.06 million TPA, on 300 working days
per year basis) were placed in category A in 2006 notification, but in
the 2020 Draft > 0.5 million TPA have been placed in Category A, i.e. an
almost 10 times increase. This will allow most Sponge Iron Industries, which
are highly polluting and environmentally degrading, to avoid A category and
be recognized as B1 (< 0.5 TPA). Also, categorisation of Inland Waterways
Projects as B2 in the Schedule is going to severely impact the ecological
integrity and services of rivers including riverine fisheries.

 Public consultation further weakened by draft EIA Notification 2020 The draft
EIA Notification 2020 exempts a large number of projects from public
consultation, including modernization of projects, expansion up to
50% of project’s capacity, irrigation projects, secondary metallurgical
industry (non-toxic metals), a range of chemical plants in industrial estates,
biomedical waste.

 Time period for accepting objections from the public during the public
consultation process is reduced from 30 days to 20 days. This proposed
speeding up of time taken for grant of clearances, is at the cost of
adequate time to the public to effectively understand the potential
impacts of the project, thus, rendering the public consultation process
meaningless.

 Grants post facto clearance of violation cases (clause 22, sub-clause 3):
Provision for granting of post facto clearance is dangerous. It is going to
provide not only an escape route to violators, but also a freedom to
damage the environment. The rationale of having prior EC   with
mandatory procedure for public consultation prior to granting Clearance and
prior to construction/installation or commencement of any project is rendered
null and void by  the introduction of this clause, thereby defeating the
very purpose of enacting a legislation for regulating industrial pollution. No
violator should be granted environmental clearance. The concerned violating
project should be stopped forthwith and environmental remediation /



restoration cost has to be charged from the proprietors.

 No provision for interventions by the people till the Public Hearing:
There is no provision for the people including the affected local residents of
the project area and other stakeholders to approach the authorities
concerned on grant of environmental clearance. Furthermore, public has no
right of audience before Appraisal Committees, whereas in cases of violation
or rejection of prior EC/EP or in cases of non-compliance, companies/project
proponents have a right of audience as well as right of representation through
an authorized agent.

 Dilution of General Conditions under clause 3, sub-clause 30 by reducing
distance from boundaries of protected areas, inter-state borders, eco-
sensitive areas  and critically polluted areas from 10 kms to 5 kms for most
types of projects and activities (only 2 types of projects are retained as 10 kms,
namely River Valley projects (item 3 in the Schedule of the draft Notification)
and Thermal Power projects (item 5in the Schedule of the draft Notification),
while items 32 and 33 are stated to be retained, but have no classification in
CategoryB1!.

 Restriction in the role of Appraisal Committee with a view to provide
easier clearance to projects: Clause 15, sub-clause 1 and 7 restrict the role
of the Appraisal Committee to the TOR only and inhibits the Appraisal
Committee from undertaking any study if required in gross violation of the
intent of the legislation.

 Dilution of the definition of ‘construction work’ by excluding activities like
levelling of ground, fencing and geotechnical investigation from “prior
environment permission’ - Levelling and geotechnical surveys for projects
impact sensitive landscapes, for example in levelling in mountains
slopes causes soil erosion and can trigger landslides and the geotechnical
investigation for roads  and hydropower projects involves heavy
construction activity like the excavation of tunnels into the mountains.

 Exemption created by which no information on projects relating to
national defence and security or involving “other strategic considerations”
will be placed in public domain. This gives a free hand to the government to
get passed any project that it deems “strategic” without effective
opposition and bypassing public scrutiny.



 The various stages of the EIA process of scoping, public consultation,
preparation of EIA report and appraisal by EAC have itself been considerably
diluted to ease grant of clearances to project proponents.


