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National Alliance of People’s
Movements

‘Resistance, Repression & Revenge’

The Extraordinary Emergency Situation in the State of Uttar Pradesh 
in the wake of wide-spread anti-CAA-NPR-NRC protests

Like in other parts of the country, the past few weeks in Uttar Pradesh has also witessed
massive  and  largely  peaceful  people’s  resistance  to  the  blatantly  communal  and
unconstitutional Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019  and announcements to bring forth an
All-India National Register of Citizens (NRC) through an exercise called National Population
Register  (NPR). In response to  a national  call  for an All-India protest  on 19th December
against these draconian laws and decisions, lakhs of common citizens all across the state, hit
the roads and protested in a peaceful and democratic way. 

Evidently rattled by the public outrage, the state quickly swung into a retaliatory mode to
clampdown on peaceful protests, attack common people and create a climate of fear, violence
and polarization. The situation is extremely alarming with the state cracking down massively
on students, activists, human rights and community organisations and civil society groups.
Needless  to  say,  muslim  communities  and  regions  are  being  specifically  targeted  and
ruthlessly hounded, with many even fearing to  file  complaints  or choosing to  leave their
homes !  

Section 144 has been imposed across the state and internet shutdown has been ordered in
several cities. Democratic protests against CAA-NRC are facing violent attacks by police,
with videos surfacing of destruction and arson of standing cars and properties by police and
some  miscreants,  firings  leading  to  many  deaths,  custodial  torture,  assaults  on  civilians,
pelting of stones from rooftops by security personnel, vitriolic hate, brutal and excessive use
of force by state with alleged sanctions from the ‘top’!  Fabricated cases against HRDs are
being foisted and  FIRs are being filed  enmasse  on thousands of people,  mostly muslims.
Properties  are  being confiscated  by police  and a complete  state  of terror  and destruction
prevails in the state right now.

The situation in brief, as on date, can be summarized as follows: 

1. THE SITUATION IN BRIEF: 

 As on date,  at  least  20 civilians included a minor have ‘died’ across the state1,
largely due to police firing and brutality. However, the police claims all deaths are
due to ‘cross-firing’!

1 http://www.uniindia.com/death-toll-in-up-caa-protest-rises-to-19/north/news/1829637.html
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 About  327 FIRs have been filed and upto  1,113 people have been arrested under
2various substantive provisions and jailed,  of which upto  280 are from Lucknow
alone. While some of them are lawyers and activists, many of them are young muslim
men from the poorer localities.

 Almost 5,558 persons have been ‘bound down’ i.e. taken into preventive custody by
the police, ‘in anticipation of violence’ (and reportedly released later) 

 Police  have  registered  76  cases  and  arrested  108  people  for  sharing  and  posting
‘objectionable  and misleading  posts’  on  social  media  in  connection  with  the  law.
Action has been taken against 15,344 social media posts including 6,612 of Twitter,
8,577 of Facebook and 155 videos on YouTube.

 Along with regular police columns, para military, rapid action force, PAC and Quick
Reaction  Teams  are  patrolling  various  districts.  As  per  police  claims,  288  police
personnel have been injured.

 Widely  known  activists like  Sr.  Adv  Shoaib of  Rihai  Manch,  Retd.  IPS  SR
Darapuri have been arrested under serious charges including attempt to murder
(Sec  307  IPC)  and  criminal  conspiracy  (Sec  120-B)  and  jailed.  Both  are  senior
citizens above 75 and suffer from heart ailment and cancer, respectively. 

 Human rights activist, Sadaf Jafar, associated with Congress party has been punched,
leading to intense bleeding.  Robin Verma of Rihai Manch and  Deepak Kabir,  a
theatre activist have been badly tortured and jailed. All of them  have been  arrested
under serious charges of attempt to murder and criminal conspiracy  and lodged at
Luknow jail. Bail petitions, so far, have bene rejected by lower courts. 

 In  Varanasi,  about  70  persons including  notable  social  and  political  activists,
students, elderly persons and young women  have been jailed  and arbitrary charges
foisted again them for organzing a peaceful protest on 19th Dec. 

 Omar Rashid,  journalist with The Hindu was badly humilitated and intimidated by
the police and threatened due to his Kashmiri identity.  The climate in the state is not
conducive  for  most  of  the media  to  report  the  gory ground realities  in  a  fearless
manner and sections of the local media has also been showing muslims in bad light. 

 Mass  FIRs  are  being  filed and  Sec  307,  120-B etc  are  being  foisted  on  many
activists and individuals, across districts. Many persons named are from the muslim
community.  Hundreds to thousands of ‘unknown’ persons are being named in the
FIRs.  15 FIRs have been filed against 21,500 persons, in Kanpur alone, as per
official admission. Police is also threatening invocation of NSA against at least 250
agitators. 

 There is a climate of terror amongst people across the state, particularly muslims
across  many districts where  many  confirmed  and unconfirmed  reports  of  police
violence including on women and elders, ransacking of homes, destruction of private
property,  youth  and  children  being  beaten  up  and  detained  arbitrarily  are  being

2 https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/anti-caa-protests-1113-arrests-5558-preventive-detentions-19-dead-
in-up/article30402858.ece 
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received by the hour. With internet blockade, there has been a serious deficiency in
effective communication flow. 

 Shops  and properties  of  ‘rioters’,  largely  poor muslims are  being seized and
sealed by the administration, as per orders of the CM to ‘seek revenge’ and in stated
compliance of a Supreme Court Order of 2018. This is happening in a ‘campaign
mode’ across districts. 

 Even solidarity protests at UP Bhawan, Delhi have been met with detentions . On
at least three different dates, hundreds of protesters were detained at the Mandir Marg
Police station. Even a single person or pair of two were detained !

 The  National  Human  Rights  Commission  (NHRC)  has  taken  cognizance of
complaints sent to it in this regard and issued notice3 to the DGP, UP to respond
within 4 weeks on all matters of police excesses. 

This brief report is being brought out with a sense of urgency and attempts to broadly map
out the scale and seriousness of the situation in the state, in particular, the unprecedented
excesses committed by the Uttar Pradesh Police since the protests commenced. Concerned
citizens  and  bodies,  both  governmental  and  non-governmental  at  the  national  and
international level must intervene to halt this state-sponsored violence and intimidation
and ensure justice to the survivors of violence. The information in this report has been
obtained from sources  in  the  public  domain including official  statements,  FIR copies,
credible  news  reports,  social  media  accounts  as  well  as  reliable  conversations  with
activists, lawyers, journalists from different districts.

2. ATTACK ON ALIGARH MUSLIM UNIVERSITY: 

The first major attack in the state was on the Aligarh Muslim University (AMU), wherein
with the massive deployment of armed forced and police, the student resistance against CAA-
NRC was sought to be crushed.  On the night of 15th Dec, in order to quell a peaceful student
protest,  the Rapid Action Force (RAF)  RAF and police started hurling rabidy communal
abuses  and firing  tear  gas shells,  rubber  bullets,  stun grenads,  pellets  and other  kinds of
explosive weapons into the crowd that was inside the campus gate. The forces even broke
open the main gate and indulged in heavy lathi charge and firing, despite requests by the
Proctor and students to the police get out of the campus precincts. 

The army and police personnel entered buildings where students were hiding and attacked
them ruthlessly. They even targeted students who were not part of the protests. Consequently,
upto  60 students  suffered varying degrees  of  injury  including amputation  of  hands,  limb
injuries, suffocation and unconsciousness etc. The bikes of students which were parked were
vandalized in large numbers. As per an estimate, upto 22 students ‘have gone missing since
then’.  Wide-spread fear  was induced that  anyone who speaks up would be charged with
NSA ! While  no action has been taken against the erring officials,  FIRs have been filed
against 21 named and 500 unnamed students.

The  administration  declared  winter  vacation  immediately  and  created  a  situation  where
students had to leave forthwith.  This led to a mass (forced) exodus of students from the

3 https://www.aninews.in/news/national/general-news/nhrc-issues-notice-to-up-dgp-over-violence-amid-caa-
protests20191225152449/
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campus. Reports of many students, especially Kashmiri sttudents being stuck in the freezing
cold in Jammu after being ‘sent off in buses’ have been received. Many of these details have
been documented  by a  Delhi  based Fact-Finding Committee  as  well  as  a  comprehensive
Report released by the AMU Students Union. The Allahabad High Court CJ Bench has taken
cognizance  of  the  incident  and  directed  the  District  Magistrate,  Aligarh  to  ensure  all
necessary medical assistance & aid to students & persons injured by lathi charge or any other
means since 14th Dec. Next hearing is on 2nd Jan, 2019. 

On 16th Dec, thousands of citizen, students with civil society organisations across the state
protested  peacefully   in  Aligarh,  Lucknow,  Varanasi,  Mau  and  other  places  expressing
solidarity and protesting against brutal police force against fellow students in New Delhi’s
Jamia Millia Islamia (JMI) and Aligarh Muslim University (AMU).

3. STATE ATTEMPTS TO PREVENT PROTESTS ON 19TH DEC: 

Preventive  Notices & House Arrests: As per news reports,  on 18th Dec,  the UP Police
issued notices to about 3,000 people  across the state, cautioning them to not participate in
protests against the Citizenship Amendment Act. These notices were issued under Sec.149
Cr.P.C and Sec 116/107 Cr.P.C, to individuals to not participate in any kind of protest and to
execute a bond for keeping peace and good behaviour. Key activists including Adv Shoaib,
Sandeep Pandey, SR Darapuri was kept under ‘house-arrest’ from the 18 th night /19th early
morning. 

The state administration,  completely undermining the constitutionally guaranteed rights of
citizens  under Article  19,  invoked Sec 144 CrPC in a blanket  sweep to impose ‘curfew’
across  the  entire  state,  rather  than  localised  areas  which  is  how  Section  144  is  legally
intended to be used, as laid down by the Apex Court.  This heavy-handed response of the
state against citizens, expressing their disagreement to the CAA, seems to have the approval
of the highest offices in the state. Mr. O.P. Singh, Director General of Police (DGP), Uttar
Pradesh also tweeted the same from his official account. 

Mass Protests on 19th Dec: However, thousands of people both in UP and many other states
where Sec 144 was imposed came out on the streets in large numbers and participated in the
mass civil disobedience against the CAA. At Parivartan Chowk, Lucknow as well, the 4-5 hrs
long protest was largely peaceful which only included a march, mass chanting of slogans,
reading of the Preamble and tearing down the CAA. It was only towards the end that some
unidentified miscreants burnt down a bus and some media OB vans, leading to police raining
lathi blows on protestors and the situation turning volatile. 

Thereafter,  across  various  districts,  certain  incidents  of  stone-pelting  and  destruction  of
public properties were reported in the media, but it was not established as to who exactly
were responsible for the same. Some reports indicated that the arson and violence was being
carried out by ‘hired rioters’ to sabotage the peaceful protests. In the past couple of days, the
security forces have been using excessive force on peaceful protestors, leading to loss of lives
and severe life-threatening injuries. Eyewitness, video and media reports clearly point to the
fact that the state government and police have not been following the required legal standards
and operating procedures to manage assemblies.

CM’s statements: On 19th itself,  the Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath announced that his
government  would ‘take revenge’  on those involved in the violence by confiscating their

6 | P a g e



properties. He said all of them have been marked in the CCTV footage and the state shall
seize  their  property  and compensate  the  losses  caused.  Within  a  day,  he  also ‘appealed
people to maintain peace and law and order across the state’. He urged people ‘not to
fall for rumours and get misled on the new citizenship law’.

Internet Blockade: The mobile internet blockade began on 16th Dec itself at Aligarh where
the students were attacked and spread soon to many other districts. The internet access on
mobile phones was suspended in 21 districts of UP, including Lucknow, Kanpur, Allahabad,
Agra, Aligarh, Ghaziabad, Varanasi, Mathura, Meerut, Moradabad, Muzaffarnagar,  Bareli,
Firozadad,  Pilibhit,  Rampur,  Saharanpur,  Shamli,  Sambhal,  Amroha, Mau, Azamgarh and
Sultanpur. In some places internet speed has been slowed down.

On 16th Dec, it was reported that mobile service was suspended only in Muslim localities of
Muzaffarnagar,  while  they  were  restored  in  the  rest  of  the  district.  Broadband  internet
services were also terminated partially  in some cities including Lucknow and Ghaziabad.
Internet  blockade  for  over  two  weeks  has  also  led  to  a  serious  deficiency  in  effective
communication flow. The state government has not given any specific reasons or justification
for the suspension. Suspension of internet has badly affected civilians and local businesses. 

4. THE RISING DEATH TOLL AND INJURIES DUE TO POLICE FIRINGS : 20
DEAD & COUNTING 

In the past couple of days, 19 people, including a minor, have died across the state, primarly
due to police firing and brutalities. This is the highest in the country, during the anti-CAA
protests. According to a media report4, a senior police official confirmed that the deaths of at
least  14  persons  was  due  to  ‘firearm injuries’.  An  independent  investigation  is  urgently
required to ascertain the exact cause of the deaths due to police firing. This is even more
necessary since in several videos that have emerged, policemen are seen with revolvers and
batons, aiming and shooting directly at unarmed protestors/civilains, above the waist.

The district-wise stuation is as follows: 

Meerut: As per senior police officials5, the death toll in Meerut has gone upto five
persons,  including  Mohsin  (25),  Aasif  (25),  Zahir  (45),  Aalim,  all  residents  of
Meerut  and  Asif  from Delhi.  While  Zahir  is  a cattle-fodder seller,  Aasif  is  a tyre
mechanic who leaves behind a 7 month pregnant wife. Locals claim that subsequent
to the firing, police have included some of these names of the deceased persons in the
FIRs as ‘rioters’6! Chal Chitra Abhiyan has reported that the police are threatening
them after they have asked for an inquiry into the deaths and post mortem reports7.

As per a news report, a 17 year old child from Meerut who has a bullet in his spine is
also lodged in the Emergency Ward of AIIMS.  “The teen’s mother who requested
not to be identified out of “fear of the police8 said her son was returning home from a
school  books  manufacturing  unit  where  he  works  when  he  allegedly  received  a

4 https://www.freepressjournal.in/india/caa-protest-14-of-16-upprotesters-died-of-bullet-injury 
5 https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/anti-caa-protests-up-death-toll-meerut-violence-rises-5-1630584-2019-
12-22
6 https://scroll.in/article/947821/anger-in-meerut-they-killed-him-and-now-have-named-him-a-rioter
7 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D3lKJOyA4sc
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gunshot wound at Meerut’s Lisari Gate. He returned around 5 pm, semi-conscious
and in bloodied clothes…. He cried all night, as he couldn’t move his arms or legs –
we couldn’t take him to hospital, as everything was shut,” said the mother”. 

A recent fact-finding visit9 by activists Kavita Krishnan, Harsh Mander, Yogendra
Yadav and Nadeem Khan to Meerut has brought forth many telling details including
the fact that many killed were not even protestors. 

Kanpur: Three deaths have been reported from Kanpur i.e. of Mohd. Aftab Alam,
Mohd.  Saif and  Mohd  Raees  (30). Raaes  S/o  Mohammed  Shareef  R/o
Begampurwa locality suffered bullet injuries and died, while his father claimed that
Raees who used to sell roasted ‘papad’ was innocent and was never a part of the
procession10. 

Rampur: Faiz Ahmed (22) died of a bullet injury in Rampur11 and his family has
alleged that he was shot by the police and remained unattended at the district hospital
for  two hours.  The deceased’s  brother  Faizan  Ahmed said  a  group,  including  his
family members and some locals, were on their way to the Eidgah via Haathikhana
roundabout when they got caught in the clash at some distance from the Kotwali. He
also alleged assault on relatives by policemen inside the hospital.

Firozabad: Naem Khan S/o Qyub Khan died due to bullet wounds12 in Ferozabad.
Also,  25  civilians  injured  mainly  due  to  stone-pelting  have  been  shifted  to  Agra
Hospital. Police officials also reportedly sustained injuries. Mohd. Haroon was shot
in his neck when he was returning home (village Naglamullah in Firozabad district)
after selling a buffalo at a mandi in Pachokhara. He was taken to a hospital in Agra
and after three days moved to AIIMS Trauma Centre, where he died in the early hours
of 26th Dec. 

Sambhal: Two young men died in Sambhal – Mohd. Bilal (27), a daily wage worker,
and Shehroz (22), a truck cleaner due to bullet injuries as per several eyewitnesses13.

Bijnor: Two young men, Anas (21) and Mohd. Suleiman (20) were allegedly shot at
by the police in Nehtaur14.  Suleiman’s mother Akbari  Khaoon said her son was a
diligent  UPSC aspirant.  Anas, a juice maker,  leaves behind a young wife and a 7
month old son! Both families said the police didn’t allow Anas and Suleiman to be
buried in Nehtaur, so they had to conduct their last rites 20 km away. 

8 https://indianexpress.com/article/delhi/uttar-pradesh-shooting-son-brother-critical-trauma-for-kin-at-aiims-
6184857/
9 https://www.huffingtonpost.in/entry/uttar-pradesh-police-muslims-killed-caa-protests-kavita-
krishnan_in_5e044bdce4b05b08babc8cc7
10https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities/pall-of-gloom-in-kanpur-s-begumpurwa-death-toll-up-to-3/story-  
NtEuuY5PLiYptQy4WaMSwL.html
11 https://www.dailypioneer.com/2019/india/man-alleges-brother-shot-by-cop.html
12https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/agra/one-dead-many-injured-in-anti-caa-protest-in-firozabad/  
articleshow/72908360.cms
13 https://scroll.in/latest/947486/caa-protests-seven-killed-in-uttar-pradesh-chandrashekhar-azad-surrenders-in-
delhi 
14https://theprint.in/india/they-killed-my-upsc-aspirant-son-family-of-man-killed-in-bijnor-anti-caa-violence/  
339238/
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After initial denial, the UP police made its first admission15 on 24th Dec that Suleiman
was shot at by constable Mohit Kumar in ‘self-defence’ ! Mohit has also survived a
bullet-injury and is hospitalized. Suliman’s brother has faxed the SP and IG, seeking
filing of an FIR. 

Lucknow: Mohd. Wakeel (32) succumbed to a bullet injury in the city’s Aminabad
area when Wakeel went out to purchase rations and groceries  16.  The sole earning
member, as an e-rickshaw driver, he leaves behind a 7 month pregnant wife, Shabeena
(28). The Post Mortem report reveals he was shot at in point blank range. Another
person  Shameem (18)  has  suffered  a  gunshot  injury  in  his  abdomen.  Doctors  at
KGMU trauma centre said that though they have operated on him, Shemeem is not
out of danger yet. 

Muzzafarnagar:  As per information from some lawyers,  two young boys /  men
were shot in the head from point-blank range. While a 17-year old youth was killed
on the spot (name unknown), another youth Noor-e-Alam who was shot, died on the
way to the hospital17. The lawyers have demanded an inquiry into the police firing and
the role of BJP MP Sanjeev Baliyan, upon whose arrival the firing began.  

Mohd. Noor who succumbed to bullet injuries lived in the Khalpar area. He was the
youngest of three brothers, earning Rs.400-500 per day by driving private vehicles.
He leaves behind a one-and-half-year-old daughter and a wife who is six months’
pregnant! His brother Umardaraz who works as a cook at weddings says they haven’t
lodged any complaint as there is pressure from the police not to talk about the case. 

Varanasi:   8  yrs  old  Mohd.  Sageer  S/o Mohd.  Vakil  (a  cook by profession)  got
crushed to death in a stampede, when the police charged protestors with  batons and
the latter began to flee18. Sageer was playing on the street when he died.  One of his
playmates, 15-year-old Mohammad Tanvir, is fighting for his life in the intensive care
unit at the Banaras Hindu University hospital. In what came across as an extremely
insensitive  response,  the  District  Mgistrate  is  reported  to  have  said  that  ‘such
incidents happen’! 

Police Version of deaths: Refuting all the above, the DGP, Mr. O.P. Singh has gone
on record to claim that “All the deaths took place in cross-firing and this  would
become clear in the post-mortem examination.  We are clear and transparent on
this. If anyone died due to our firing, we will conduct a judicial inquiry and take
action. But nothing happened from our side,” It was only in the case of Suleiman
from Bijnor, the police has accepted that the firing happened in ‘self-defence’ ! 

5.  REPRESSION  OF  ACTIVISTS  AND  PROTESTORS:  ARBITRARY
DETENTIONS, ARRESTS AND TORTURE: 

5.1 Arbitrary arrests in Lucknow and Muzaffarnagar: 

15 https://indianexpress.com/article/india/caa-protests-up-bijnor-protester-killed-police-firing-6181930/
16https://indianexpress.com/article/india/up-man-was-out-to-get-ration-when-he-was-shot-says-family-6177590/  
17 https://www.nationalheraldindia.com/india/anti-caa-stir-two-boys-shot-dead-by-the-police-in-muzaffarnagar-
on-friday-lawyers-demand-inquiry
18 https://www.indiatimes.com/news/india/8-year-old-trampled-in-varanasi-dies-in-hospital-502823.html
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Clamping  down  on  peaceful  protesters  against  the  CAA,  the  UP  police  has  arbitrarily
arresting human rights defenders (HRDs), political activists, journalists, lawyers and others,
without any evidence or without following the due process of law across the state. Several
vocal critics of the CAA, have been detained, on clearly trumped up charges and in a manner
replete with procedural violations. There are also instances of torture in custody. For a long
duration,  the family  members  of those arrested /  detained were not  informed about  their
whereabouts or about the charges under which they had been arrested or detained. All this
amounts to brutal crackdown negating fundamental rights under the Indian Constitution. 

Charges:  Numerous FIRs have been filed under sections  120-B (being party to a criminal
conspiracy), 141 (unlawful assembly), 147 (rioting), 148 (rioting with a deadly weapon), 149
(being member of an unlawful assembly), 152 (assaulting or obstructing public servant when
suppressing riot, etc),  188 (disobedience to order duly promulgated by public servant),  307
(attempt to murder),  323 (violently causing harm),  332  (voluntarily causes hurt to a public
servant in the discharge of duty),  340 (wrongful confinement),  353  (criminal assault on a
public  servant),  427 (Mischief  causing  damage  to  property  beyond  fifty  rupees), 435
(mischief by fire or explosive substance), 436 (mischief by fire or explosive substance with
the intention to destroy a house), 504 (intentional insult with intent to provoke breach of the
peace), 506 (criminal intimidation) etc. of the Indian Penal Code. Additionally, some persons
have also been booked under  Section 3, 4 of the Prevention of Damage to Public Property
Act, 1984 and Section 7 of the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 1932.  

The above charges have been clamped on many activists and protestors in the list below, even
all  those  who  participated  in  peaceful  protests  or  were  house-arrested  by  the  police
themselves!   The list is a summary of the present status of the cases of some activists. 

Name Key details

Adv. Mohd.
Shoaib

Adv.  Mohd.  Shoaib  (76  yrs)  is  well-known  human  rights  activist
associated  with  Rihai  Manch  and is  also  President,  Socialist  Party
(India). He was placed was under house arrest from 18 th Decevening
5:00  p.m  itself.  Reportedly,  the  police  went  to  Shoaib’s  house  at
around 11.45 pm on 19th and took him away saying that the Nazirabad
circle  officer  wanted  to  meet  him.  His  wife,  Malka  bi,  called  the
Lucknow superintendent police at around 1 am (20th) to inform him of
the  advocate’s  ill  health  and  heart-ailment.  Around  2  am,  police
officials came again to collect the medicines. They informed her that
Shoaib was detained at Hazratganj police station and assured her that
he  would  be  released  in  a  few  hours.  However,  there  was  no
communication from the police thereafter. 

As no whereabouts were known till 21st, a writ under habeas corpus
Writ petition No. 36848 of 2019 (Mohd Shoaib vs State of UP) was
filed before the Lucknow bench of the High Court. The HC directed
the  state  authorities  on 21st to  file  a  counter  affidavit  by 24th Dec,
bringing  on  record  the  arrest  memo,  remand  order,  medical
examination  report  and  other  documents  ensuring  compliance  of
provisions  of CrPC. The High Court  has also directed  that  the  jail
authorities shall  ensure that the detainees are allowed to meet their
family members/ next of kin as well as lawyers, as per law, on the
mention being made by the ICLU lawyers present during the hearing.
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The  matter  has  been  listed  next  for  2nd Jan,  2020.  Adv  Shoaib  is
presently in the Lucknow Jail.

SR Darapuri

SR Darapuri (75 yrs) is a well-known ambedkarite and human rights
activist. He served as an IPS Officer for more than 3 decades and was
also a former IG.  The UP police  started  camping before his  house
located at Indra Nagar since 8 am on 20th Dec morning and was taken
into  police  custody  at  11:45  am  (as  per  his  Facebook  post,  with
pictures). His son, Ved Kumar later got to know that he was shuttled
between  Gazipur  and Hazratganj  thana.  Darapuri  was scheduled  to
address the press at 3 pm regarding Shoaib’s detention,  but he was
himself detained by the police before he could speak to the media. 

Darapuri ji was brought to Hazratganj thana at 1 am mid night (21st)
when his son went again to give him food and medicine. For a long
time, his son and lawyers were not even informed clearly by police as
to what charges have been foisted against him. Bail has been rejected
by the magistrate and is now pendoing consideration by the sessions
court. He is presently in the Lucknow Jail.

Sadaf Jafar

Sadaf  Jafar,  is  an  activist,  educationaist  and  also  one  of  the
spokespersons of the Congress Party in UP. She was arrested from the
place of protest on 19th Dec. Same day, FIR was lodged against her at
PS Hazratganj, Lucknow. She was reortedly punched by male police,
leading to bleeding. She infact posted three ‘Facebook lives’ from the
scene of the protest trying to assist the administration in tracking down
the  rioters,  but  instead  of  nabbing  them,  Sadaf  herself  has  been
arbitrily implicated !

Since her whereabouts were not known for a long time after arrest, her
two young children and sister Naheed were extremely worried for her
safety  and well-being.   Her  bail  plea  was  moved  before  the  lower
court  on 23rd Dec,  but  the  same has  reportedly  been rejected.  Bail
Appeal has been preferred in sessions court.  She is presently in the
Lucknow Jail.

Sandeep Pandey

Sandeep  Pandey  is  a  well-known  activist  assoiated  with  NAPM,
recipient  of  Magsaysay  Award  and  Vice-President  of  the  Socialist
Party (India). He has been repeatedly put under house arrest by the UP
police in the past and denied his fundamental right to conduct peaceful
protest. Even on the 19th Dec morning, the police camped at his home
from 8 am to 7 pm, because of which he held a peaceful sit-in against
CAA-NRC, in front of his home gate at Indra Nagar, with a few other
concerned citizens including women. On 20th evening, he held a Press
Conference  condemning  the  abritraty  arrests  and detetions.  He  has
also written an open letter on 26th Dec to the Chief Minister seeking
release of all arrested activists and end to persecution of muslims.

Robin  Verma  is  an  activist  with  Rihai  Manch.  He  was  reportedly
picked up by four men in plain clothes (in a police jeep) on 20th Dec
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Robin Verma evening  along  with  journalist  Omar  Rashid  from an  eatery.  It  has
come  to  light  that  he  has  been  badly  tortured  in  police  custody,
thrashed  with  a  thick  leather  belt  and  slapped  many  times  at  the
Hazratganj thana. He was subsequently arrested and sent to Lucknow
jail. He has a 2 month old child. 

Deepak Kabir
alias

 Deepak Mishra

Deepak (48) is a noted poet and theatre activist. He was arrested on
20th Dec and has been lodged in Lucknow jail. It is learnt that he was
booked merely for visting  Hazratganj  police station to  find out the
whereabouts of others.  He was allegedly beaten up19 “with batons and
rifle butts” by half-a-dozen policemen, who asked him why he was
concerned about “criminals”.  According to his partner,  Veena Rana
who met him in Lucknow jail, Kabir was so badly beaten up that he
was unable to even stand on his feet. While he rarely takes medicines,
he asked her for a painkiller that day ! 

Pawan Rao
Ambedkar

Pawan is a Lecturer at Rai Bareily and an Ambedkarite activist.  He
was also arrested on 20th Dec. His bail  plea was moved before the
lower court n 23rd Dec, but the same has reportedly been rejected. Bail
Appeal  has been preferred in sessions court.  He is  presently in the
Lucknow Jail.

Kusum Verma
Kusum  is  the  Secretary  (Uttar  Pradesh)  of  All  India  Progressive
Women’s Association. The UP Police has reportedly issued a 'Wanted
notice’ issued in the news papers offering a prize-money for informing
her whereabouts to the police. 

Sushil Gautam 

Sushil  is  an  activist  with  the  Blue  Panthers  movement  in
Muzaffarnagar. He was picked up from his  house by UP police for
taking out a march against CAA on 15 th Dec. Later, the police also
detained his father. On December 17, 2019, Meerut-based Dalit rights
activist  Sushil Gautam20, along with 20 others, were detained at the
Nauchandi police station in Meerut district for protesting against CAA
and  brutal  assault  of  police  on  Jamia  and  AMU  students.  Sushil
Gautam  was  allegedly  arrested  for  his  Facebook  post.  He  was
planning to organise 'peaceful march' in Meerut under the banner of
Blue  Panther  — an organisation  that  works  for  the  welfare  of  the
people  from  the  Dalit  community.  Before  he  could  organise  the
demonstration,  police  landed  up  at  his  house  and  took  him to  the
police station.

Mohammed
Faizal

It  is  come  to  light  through  some  activists  that  Mohd.  Faizal,  a
practicing  lawyer  at  the  Kota  Bar  Association  of  Rajasthan  Bar
Council, went to Shamli district of Uttar Pradesh on the call of local
people to provide legal aid to the victims affected by police violence
in the anti-CAA Protest. However, he was detained by the police and
kept in Crime Branch in the evening of December 23, while he was
discharging the duty as a lawyer. 

19 https://www.telegraphindia.com/india/brutalised-for-looking-up-friends/cid/1729833
20 https://www.newsclick.in/113-People-Arrested-UP-over-Anti-CAA-Protests-NSA-Invoked 
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Orderal Faced by Media Persons: 

Omar Rashid is a journalist with The Hindu. He was reportedly picked up by four men in
plain clothes (in a police jeep) on 20th Dec evening along with Robin Verma from an eatery.
According to Omar, he was badly abused and subject to extremely humilitating treatment and
issued dire threats by the police. He was taken first taken to a ‘cell’ in nn unknown location
and from there to Sultanpui police outpost

The police threatened to book him under 120-B. They hurled choicest expletives (abuses)
pointing  to  his  Kashmiri  identity  and  kept  asking  him about  ‘other  kashmiris’!  He  was
warned that he would be thrashed and all his beard would be torn apart if he didn't answer the
questions by the police satisfactorily.  He was then taken to the office of the Circle Officer,
Hazrajgamj where again a smilar round of ‘questioning’ took place.  All along,  the police
refused to even acknowledge his journalist identity card when he showed the same to them.
Omar’s detailed personal account21 published in The Hindu the same night throws light on the
ordeal he ‘survived’! It was only since information reached the CMO that Omar was ‘let
off’ ! 

Aleemullah  Khan is  the  editor  of  a  newspaper,  Qaumi  Raftar.  On  18th Dec  night,  4-5
policemen came to his home and asked him to come over to the Aliganj Police station for
‘casual tea and discussion’. At the station, SHO Fareed Ahmad questioned him about the
protest on 19th Dec and despite Mr. Khan informing them that it would be a peaceful protest,
they  accused  him of  planning  a  riot.  He was then  told  that  he  was  being detained  as  a
preventive measure and would be released by evening the next day.  He was  pushed into a
wireless detention room, along with other accused, was made to sleep on a bench and his
mobile was confiscated. He was not allowed to contact anyone. The olicemen kept checking
the messages on his phone. 

Late at night, the SHO informed him that he was under arrest and an FIR had been filed.
Despite requests, to show him the copy of the FIR, the police did not relent. Instead, ‘they
forced him to sign the FIR copy’. The following day, he was produced in Court, when he got
to know that he was charged under Section 153 of IPC (the charge being of indulging in
wanton vilification or attacks upon the religion, race, place of birth, residence, language etc)
and Section 67 of the IT Act (which calls for punishment to one who publishes or transmits
objectionable material in electronic format). But, fortunately, there was many lawyers present
that day to plead and he was granted bail22.
5.2:  Arbitrary Mass Arrest of 72 activists & students in Varanasi:

Peaceful protests were held in Varanasi (Prime Minister’s constituency) against CAA, since
the day it was passed. On 18th Dec, the District Magistrate, Varanasi issued a general notice
indicating that certain ‘provocative messages’ were being circulated on social media calling
upon people to participate in protest at Beniyabagh Park on 19th Dec , despite the imposition
of Sec 144.  The administration exhorted people ‘not to be misled by such propaganda’ and
inform the authorities about the same, in order to maintain law and order. The same evening,
the administration also issued individual notices to many of the activists, BHU students and
common citizens, warning them of consequences if they participate in the protest on 19th. 

21https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/a-first-person-account-by-the-hindu-correspondent-omar-rashid-of-  
how-he-was-picked-up-threatened-and-released-by-cops/article30361909.ece
22 https://caravandaily.com/caa-protests-how-a-senior-editor-was-maltreated-and-framed-in-a-fictitious-case-in-
up/
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Like in the rest of the state, a large number of people assembled peacefully at Beniyabagh
Park on the morning of 19th Dec to begin their protest against CAA-NRC. The administration
denied permission for the peaceful march from Beniyabagh Park to Kacheri march, despite an
advance application for the same by the organizers.  Soon after they assembled, about 72
protestors were rounded up by the police at Lahurabir Tiraha and were taken to Chetganj
Thana, Police Lines. They were made to sit there the whole day in the cold and not even
offered a cup of tea nor were they allowed to meet anyone.

The detenues were initially told in the presence of Adv Rajesh that they were only detained
under Sec 151 and since no FIR has been filed under substantive provisions, they would be
bailed out by the local court the next day. However, they got to know via some journalist late
night that they have all been charged under some more serious provisions.  By late evening
they were all sent to Chowkaghat District Jail. 

Among those jailed are there are two young women, some old people who are in their late
seventies who need urgent medical care. There is a married couple Ravi-Ekta whose year old
infant is at home and needs immediate care. Divakar’s wife who delivered just a month back
was in ICU until recently due to severe pregnancy complication. Even warm clothes were not
reached to those who were rrested. From 19th to 22nd, these activists were not even allowed to
meet anyone nor were they produced in the Court. In spite of repeated requests, the police
refused to give a copy of the First Information Report until 22nd night.  It was only on the
fourth  day  of  the  arrest  that  the  family  members  were  allowed  to  meet  the  imprisoned
activists.

The  police  has  filed  two FIRs  with  regard  to  this  incident.  FIR No.  296/19 against  56
identified persons under  Section 147 (rioting), 148 (rioting while being armed with deadly
weapon), 149 (unlawful assembly), 188 (disobedience to order duly promulgated by public
servant), 332 (voluntarily causing hurt to deter public servant from his duty), 353 (assault or
criminal force to deter a public servant from discharge of his duty), 341 (wrongful restraint)
of the Indian Penal code along with Sec 7 of Criminal Law Amendment Act,1932. Another
FIR No. 297/19 against 25-30 ‘unknown persons’ with the similar charges as listed above. It
is also learnt that the police is likely to slap NSA charges against some persons.  

The police has also published the picture of all protestors and has anounced a prize money for
whoever  infoms the police  of  their  whereabouts,  while  keeping the  names of  informants
undisclosed.  It needs to be highlighted that most of those arrested are students and activists
and are responsible civil society members of Varanasi who have been challenging the unjust
policies of the state and central government, be it regarding privatization of education, civil
liberties, labour rights etc. Many of them have been part of the group that was central to the
women's-students  movement  of  Sep  2017  &  2019  at  BHU. Arrested  members  are  also
associated with SC/ST Forum, BCM, Banaras Bachao Andolan, Rehdi Patri Bachao Andolan,
JAC-BHU, Sajha Sanskriti Manch, Lok Manch, CPI-ML (Liberation). Some muslim youth,
poor weavers and hawkers have also been in jail. 

Some of the activists (upto 25 BHU students) arrested include Ravi Shekhar, Satish Singh,
Ekta  Shekhar,  Saniya  Anwar,  Dhananjay  Tripathi,  Shahid  Jamal,  Mohd.  Ahmad,  Com.
Manish Sharma, Anoop Shramik, Sanjeev Singh, Divakar Mishra, SP Rai, Chandan Sagar,
Ram Janam Yadav,  Nandlal Patel,  Dr. Chunni Lal Verma, Ram Shastri,  Feroze,  Surendra
Yadav, Anil Kumar Singh, Vivek Mishra, Ansari, Ravindra Prakash Bhartiya, Neeraj, Akbar
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Khan,  Rohan,  Raj  Abhishek,  Shivnath  Yadav,  Sania,  Narendra  Tripathi,  Jai  Shankar
Singh,Raj  Nath  Pandey,  Jay Shankar  Pandey,  Pyarelal  Patel,  Arpit  Giri,  Shivraj,  Gaurav
Tripathi,  Lalmani  Verma,  Vijay  Kumar,  Dr.  Nirala,  Ghanshyam Trivedi,  Saniya  Nanda,
Anwar Jamal, Muhammad Shahid, Raees Ahmed, Shamim, Feroze Ahmed, Iqbal Khan, Shiv
Prakash Raj,  Samya Khan, Rajesh,  Vikram, Ashutosh, Deepak Singh, Harpit  Giri,  Nitesh
Kumar  and others.

Father Anand Mathew of the Indian Missionary Society,  who joined the protest  was also
arrested. He was taken to the prison along with others, but at the last moment, the police
found his name ‘missing’ in the list of people to be jailed and was ‘sent away’. He, along
with few others activists-advocates, have since then been coordinating the efforts to release
all those imprisoned. Bail applications are now pending beore the sessions court and are to
come up after vacation i.e. 3rd Jan.

Father  Dayakar,  Joseph  Neetilal  and  Jayant,  peace  activists  and  members  of  the  Indian
Missionary Society and other social activists of the city have been running from pillar to post
to  speed  up  the  release.  But  the  civil  and  police  administration  have  largely  been  non-
cooperative. Jagriti Rahi, one of the social activists who is coordinating the release efforts
along with Fr Anand, is facing death threats with her photo and that of two others being
circulated.

Since Varanasi is the PM’s constituency, there has been a total media clampdown. Dainik
Jagran, a local Hindi newspaper has-been using negative words against the activists in their
news reports. With internet services being shut for a couple of days, even information could
not be sent out in time. It is learnt that the District Magistrate Kaushal Raj Sharma and SSP
Prabhakar  Chaudhary  have  ‘instructions  from the  top’  to  implicate  these  activists  under
serious charges and teach them a ‘lesson’! There are also some unconfirmed reports of police
barging into the homes of poor muslim weavers and the same needs to be verified. 

5.3: Detention of women-activists who went to find out whereabouts of others: 

On 20th Dec evening at around 8:00 pm, democratic rights activists Arundhati Dhuru, Madhvi
Kuckreja and Meera Sanghamitra went to the Hazratganj police station to enquire about the
whereabouts of Adv. Shoaib, SR Darapuri, Sadaf Jafar and others who were arrested earlier
in the day. They were accompanied by Mr. Vedkumar S/o S.R. Darapuri.  When they went
inside the station, one of the policemen who said he was from Lakhimpur Khiri, but was on
additional charge in Lucknow informed that Adv Shohaib, Darapuri ji and Sadaf were sent to
Lucknow jail. 

In a short while, another policeman Mr. Dhirendra Kushwah who identified himself as the
incharge of the thana as well as two other policemen straight away started very rudely and
baselessly accusing Arundhati, Madhvi and Meera of instigating and being responsible for
the 'incidents of violence' at Parivartan Chowk on 19th Dec. Mr. Kushwah particularly kept
asking-alleging: "Ab poora shahar jalakar kaisa lag raha hai madam"? (How are you feeling
after burning down the city?) Within a few minutes, a large number of police men surrounded
the three women. 

As per the narration of the three activists:
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“We  told  the  police  that,  as  part  of  the  all-india  protests,  we  were  present  at
Parivartan  Chowk to  democratically  and  peacefully  protest  the  blatantly
unconstitutional  Citizenship  Amendment  Act  (along  with  thousands  of  common
citizens) and we left the site by 3:00 pm on 19th Dec after collectively reading the
Preamble  of  the  Indian  Constitution.  We  state  that  we  believe  in  and  practice
peaceful and constitutional means of protest and have not indulged in or instigated
any  form  of  violence  as  falsely  accused  by  the  police. However  the  policemen,
particularly Mr. Kushwah did not listen to our submission, spoke very rudely, made
false accusations, noted all our details – names, phone numbers, addresses and took
us into custody immediately. He summoned 5-6 police women who came and led us
into the mahila thana. 

Despite  we being women who cannot  be arrested after  sunset  as  per  law,  except
under  'exceptional  circumstances'  and  only  with  the  written  order  of  a  judicial
magistrate,  we  were  arrested  at  the  behest  of  the  male  police  and  lodged  in
Hazratganj Mahila Thana. There was clearly no such exceptional situation for the
police to have detained us, that too when we ourselves went to the thana to find out
details of others arrested. 

We kept  asking  the police  to  show us  any warrant  and the  FIR filed  against  us,
charges foisted against us, but we were not informed of any of the charges, not given
the FIR at all and taken into police custody. We also insisted that we wanted to speak
to our lawyer but we were not permitted to so. Our phones were confiscated and we
were asked to give our bags. However, we insisted we would not give bags since the
police did not give us written details of why we have been detained. It was only after
many people started calling up the higher authorities, we were released at around
10:30 pm. We later got to know that the police also insisted Mr. Ved Kumar to sit at
the thana for a long time. He infact wanted to give his 75 yrs old father Mr. Darapuri
food and cancer medicines”. 

It is abundantly clear that the police misbehaved with the three women and detained them, in
a completely unlawful, and unreasonable and arbitrary manner.  The state cannot deny any
citizen the fundamental right to peaceful association, expression and life under Article 21 of
the  Constitution.  Such  detentions  are  a  gross  violation  of  the  guidelines  of  the  Hon'ble
Supreme Court  issued in  D.K.  Basu vs  State  of  West  Bengal.  A written  complaint  was
submitted by many civil society activists to the DGP on 21st Dec regarding these incidents,
seeking release of the democratic rights activists  and calling for a climate where persons
working for furtherance of constitutional and human rights are not persecuted by abritray
cases and detentions.  
6.  RECOVERY OF PROPERTY FROM ‘RIOTERS’: WHAT LIES BENEATH

On 19th Dec, the Chief Minister, Yogi Adityanath issued an open warning that those involved
in the violence will have to pay for the damage to public properties. He declared that the state
will  attach  the properties  of such persons,  based on face-identification  through the video
footage.  The  state  administration  has  been  reported  in  the  media  as  undertaking  these
measures  in  stated  compliance  of  the orders  of  the  Supreme Court  in  Kodungallur  Film
Society vs Union of India dt. 1st Oct, 2018, that requires the government to recover the losses
from those who caused it. 
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Subsequent to the CM’s statement, Lucknow’s district magistrate Abhishek Prakash set up a
four-member committee of ADMs to assess damage to public and private property during the
violence in anti-CAA protests.  The committee will receive representation from those who
have suffered losses and also assess damage to public property.

The Committee is supposed to identify the ‘trouble makers’ through CCTV footage and video
recording and impose fine on them. In case anyone fails to pay the amount, their properties
will  be confiscated. The process will  be completed within 30 days.  Senior officials  have
stated that this exercise would be replicated in all districts that have been hit by violence
during the recent anti-CAA protests.

While on the face of it, this seems to be in ‘public interest’, there are widespread concerns
that  this  is  being  used  in  an  extensive  and targeted  manner  to  seal  hundreds  of  shops  /
establishments owned by the Muslims, alleging that they were the ‘rioters’ who had engaged
in violence. Notices of recovery are being pasted on houses of suspected ‘trouble makers’.
The Railways has also gone on record that it would recover the losses from the people23 who
indulged in vandalism.

In what can be considered as a bizzare and outrageous abuse of power, ‘show-cause’ notices
have been issued by authorities in Lucknow to activists Adv. Shoaib, SR Darapuri and Sadaf
Jafar for confiscation of property24 !  

The Government seems to be conducting this exercise of seizure and sealing in a ‘camapiagn
mode’ across the state and this has created panic amongst muslims, many of who are small
traders and workers. Besides, confiscation of property is the prerogative of the judiciary and
beyond the jurisdiction of the police and administration. This cannot be left to the executive
in whose hands such a power is likely to be used arbitrarily.  

It cannot be missed that neither the Chief Minister nor the officials have uttered a word as
to how those hundreds of muslims whose properties, houses, shops, vehicles, lives have
been damaged during the police violence would be ‘compenasted’! The ‘political economy’
of police violence is an entire unwritten chapter in Uttar Pradesh.  

7.  WIDE-SPREAD  INCIDENTS  OF  TARGETTED  STATE  AND  POLICE-
VIOLENCE ON MUSLIMS: 

Since  19th December,  there  have  been  numerous  grim  and  disturbing  reports  of  police
excesses in different districts across the state, especially  western and central Uttar Pradesh.
Most updates point to targeted and gruesome violence on muslims in multiple ways by the
police. It is no coincidence that all the 18 people who have died so far in police firing happen
to be muslims. Rule of law seems to have been majorly compromised in the state. 
However, in addition to these tragic deaths, a whole range of incidents including mass FIRs,
arbitrary  detentions,  custodial  torture,  police  forces  barging  into  homes  and  destroying
properties  of  muslims,  vandalizing  vehicles,  intimidation  and violence  on youth,  women,
children and elders, midnight raids by police, ‘confiscation’ of property,  discrimination and

23 https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2019/dec/30/anti-caa-stir-railways-to-recover-from-those-who-
damaged-rail-property-worth-rs-80-crores-2082802.html
24http://www.uniindia.com/caa-row-protesters-issued-property-attachment-notices-in-up/north/news/  
1834416.html
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harassment  based  on religious  lines  have  been  surfacing  to  an  extent  in  the  mainstream
media,  but  extensively  over  social  media.  Such  reports  have  emerged  from  Meerut,
Muzaffarnagar,  Aligarh,  Bulandshahar,  Rampur,  Bijnore,  Firozabad, Kanpur,  Sambhal,
Lucknow, Sitapur, Farrukhabad, Gorakhpur etc. All these require an urgent and  independent
inquiry and strong action. Summarized below is the information received from a few districts:

7.1 Situation in Lucknow: 

Many activists have been arrested from Lucknow as stated above. Upto 280 persons, mostly
muslims have been arrested in the city, so far. Mohallas in Old Lucknow are being raided
randomly by the police. The news is very patchy because lack of adequate media coverage.
Multiple videos have been made by local people. Distrubing stories of police violence have
emerged from Muftiganj and Hussainabad where houses have been vandalized. In one of the
videos shot clandestinely from the terrace of a house with a mobile phone on December 21st,
nearly  a  hundred  police  personnel  can  be  seen  breaking  open  the  shutter  of  shops  and
damaging  parked  vehicles  in  Begumganj  area.  Atrocious  instances  of  police  beating  up
pregnant  women,  forcing  them to open up their  veils,  stealing  their  jewellery  have  been
reported, but people are scared to complain.25 

The  police  has  arbitrarily  booked many people  in  the  FIRs  as  ‘rioters’,  including  a  few
persons were helping the police in placating the crowds. The police also lifted prominent Shia
cleric Maulana Asad along with others and allegedly tortured the 60-year-old cleric. He is
currently  hospitalised  with  multiple  injuries  and  fracture.  Meanwhile,  four  TMC MPs  -
Dinesh Trivedi, Protima Mandal, Nadimul Haq and Adhir Vishwas who arrived at Lucknow
airport on 22nd Dec to visit the areas affected in the December 19 violence and meet victims’
family,  were  detained  by  the  police.  UP  DGP O.P.  Singh  had  already  declared  that  no
Opposition  MP  or  delegation  would  be  allowed  to  visit  the  affected  areas  in  view  of
prohibitory orders being in place

The District  Magistrate of Lucknow also went on record to say that miscreants had been
‘identified’ and the exercise to confiscate their property had started. As of 25th Dec, notices
have been served to 100 persons26 for ‘recovery’. One Mr. Ishtiaq Ahmad Khan, 28, was
arrested and charged with rioting when he was returning home after purchasing medicine for
his ailing mother. He showed the prescription of the doctor and the medicines to police as a
proof that he had gone to purchase medicine but his pleas fell on deaf ears. 

7.2 Situation in Rampur: 

It is being reported that in Rampur, the police has  named 358 persons (FIR by name) and
lodged compliants against almost  3,000 unknown persons! The police are raiding homes
randomly and detaining people,  not informing family members as to where the youth are
being taken. There are also complaints of police beating up the youth. In Rampur, Farooq
Rahmani, a known Muslim face in Rampur and office-bearer of Ittehad Naujawan Committee
was arrested and charged with IPC section 147 (rioting) and 307 (Attempt to murder) when
he was trying to placate some Muslim youth in Gher Mohella in old city area. Notices have
been issued to 28 persons27 by the administration for recovery of about 14 lakh rupees for
destruction of government property, after a one-week reply period. 

25 https://www.newsclick.in/Police-Forcing-Remove-Veils-Shouting-Male-Inside-Burqa
26 https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/lucknow/anti-caa-protests-notice-to-100-protesters-in-lucknow/
articleshow/72967354.cms
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7.3 Situation in Bijnor: 

It is being reported that as on date, 11 FIRs have been registered, with 200 persons named
in them and 4,000 unnamed. Of this, 101 persons have been arrested and charged under Sec
307. At least 20 among them happen to be juvelines.  Multiple instances of muslims being
terrorized and traumatized by police violence have emerged. The homes of many muslim
families in Nehtaur, Bijnore have been ransacked by the police and due to fear many of them
have left their homes and fled28. 

Women have been beaten up by male police and all the house hold belongings have been
broken up. Some women also narrated police threats like: “They said we will set the house on
fire, and if you make too much noise, izzat utar denge,”. “We will dishonour you” – a threat
of sexual assault and rape29’. Harrowing accounts of children being beaten up by the police
have been reported –  “They beat us a lot,” he said, using lathis.  “They beat us in the
street. They beat us in the vans. Then they beat us when we were inside 30.”

7.4 Situation in Muzzafarnagar: 

Some  of  the  most  horrific  and  heart-rending  incidents  have  been  reported  from
Muzaffarnagar in the past week. A recent Fact-Finding has also brought forth these painful
incidents. (Annex-I)

 FIR has been filed against 259 named persons and 6,000 unnamed persons. 

 On 20th night, cops barged into many homes and arrested close to a hundred people
They broke 200 vehicles at midnight and barged open the main gates & houses of
Muslims. Policemen smashed cars, beat up kids, pillaged homes, thrashed women and
elderly  people.  Apparantly,  they  also  looted  money  and  jewellery  from  muslim
homes. 2 Mosques were broken. 

 Families have locked up themselves in their  houses. The lights are all off in each
single house. Many Muslims feel terrorised and are forced to leave homes for safety.
Parents  are  sending their  kids,  especially  sons  away from Muzaffarnagar  to  safer
places as the police have been just barging in houses and madrasas and picking up
kids, even as young as 10 years ! Students who organized protests were detained. Chal
Chitra Abhiyan (CCA) has brought out three videos31 which document the absolutely
terrifying accounts of how police thrashed people, vandalised and looted their houses,
cars and shops. 

 People have been sitting at their terraces all night long so that if police comes to their
locality, they can come together and resist. It is being alleged that police along with

27https://www.indiatvnews.com/news/india/rampur-district-administration-notice-property-damage-anti-caa-  
protests-uttar-pradesh-573789
28https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/bijnor-ground-report-muslim-families-flee-as-up-police-vandalise-  
homes-harass-women-after-clashes-over-caa-1631046-2019-12-24
29 https://theprint.in/india/they-killed-my-upsc-aspirant-son-family-of-man-killed-in-bijnor-anti-caa-violence/
339238/ 
30 https://thewire.in/communalism/in-bijnor-children-give-harrowing-accounts-of-beating-by-up-police-after-
caa-protest

31 https://youtu.be/T_N-_Qrv5iQ , https://youtu.be/B4uJXXPfZ4U and https://youtu.be/mEtUwYbR_gU
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the some local  BJP leaders are  continuously attacking muslim bastis  and at  times
firing at people. Muslims are having to spend sleepless nights, fighting on their own,
battling the police and the BJP leaders who are unleashing all sorts of terror upon the
children, men alike. Vandalism by RSS workers has been reported from some places. 

 Haji Hamid Hasan, a 72-year-old timber trader in Muzaffarnagar has
complained that about 30 police officials (some in in plainclothes)
barged  into  his  two-storey  house  at  11  pm  on  20th Dec  and
assaulted  him  with  a  rifle  butt  and  sticks.  The  police  official
vandalised the house, breaking washbasins, bathroom fittings, bed,
furniture,  fridge,  washing  machine  and  utensils.  They  looted  at
gunpoint jewellery and cash of Rs 5 lakh kept in the almirah which
Hasan recently bought for the weddings of his two grand-daughters.
The  policemen  told  him  that  “Muslims  have  only  two  places,
Pakistan or Kabristan32

 Moulana Asad Raza Hussaini, a 66 year old, Shia scholar, was apparently dragged out
from a Madarsa & brutally beaten up by the police33. Reportedly, police also detained
and assaulted almost all the maulana’s 100-odd students from the Saadat hostel-cum-
orphanage in Muzaffarnagar town, many of them minors and most of them orphans.
The boys were denied access to the toilet at times, and some of them suffered rectal
bleeding from the torture. Some of them were also forced to chant ‘Jai Shri Ram’! 

 Amidst allegations that policemen vandalised houses and private vehicles34, members
of the minority community are being forced to hand over statements giving a ‘clean
chit’ to the police, reports held. Pickets have been placed outside Muslim mohallas
with heavy police presence in the areas. Mobile & net service shutdowns has made
these messages coming out even more difficult. 

 The police have been sealing hundreds of shops owned by Muslims, alleging that they
were among the agitators and were involved in violence.  Close to a 100 Shops of
Muslims on the GT Road Landmark protestors site have been sealed. Owners of the
meat shops, predominantly Muslims, have been asked by the district authorities and
police to shut down. In several West UP districts, the administration is said to have
sealed even those shops which had their shutters down on 20th Dec. The police sealed
67 shops on Arya Samaj Road and Vikas Bhawan Road near Meenakshi Chowk in
Muzaffarnagar.

 Reportedly, UP Police of Muzaffarnagar had unleashed its wrath on Hauza Ilmia of
Imam Hussain Arya Samaj Road. Maulana Asad Raza was beaten mercilessly and
several students were taken into detention. Some minors are still under the detention
of police. Reports of torture of children need to be immediately inquired into.35.

32 https://www.telegraphindia.com/india/youve-only-two-places-pakistan-or-kabristan/cid/1730395 
33 https://www.telegraphindia.com/india/uttar-pradesh-police-accused-of-stripping-cleric/cid/1731127
34https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/muslims-businesses-targeted-in-aftermath-of-protests/  
article30374222.ece
35https://www.huffingtonpost.in/entry/caa-uttar-pradesh-police-tortured-  
children_in_5e0207b5e4b05b08babab722
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 Car of Ex MP Saiduzzama of Congress was burnt in broad day light allegeldly by the
mob of BJP MP Sanjeev Baliyan.

 While journalists have been stopped at the outskirts of Muzaffarnagar by the police, to
prevent reporting of the police brutality, several persons have been arbitrarily detained
in the neighbouring district Shamli. The local media’s role which is describing all the
protesters with a generic word updravi36 (miscreant)  is  also questionable.  Multiple
media houses have published the names of all protestors listed in the FIRs, in order to
instill a climate of fear. 

7.5. Mass FIRs against in Other Districts37:

 In  Bulandshahar38 district FIR has been filed against  23 named persons and 1,073
unnamed persons. 

 In  Meerut district,  FIR  has  been  filed  against  100  named persons  and  5,000
unnamed persons. 

 In Kanpur district, 21,500 persons have been booked in 15 FIRs ! 

 In Sitapur district two FIRs has been filed:

o FIR No. 0671/2019 under Sec 147,148,188, 332, 336, 427, 504 filed against
30 named persons and 400 unnamed persons. 

o FIR No. 0672/2019 under Sec 147,148, 336, 427, 395 filed against 1 named
and 1,000 unnamed persons belonging to the muslim community.

 In Mau district, where the first incidents of violence is reported to have been erupted,
the police is on the ‘look-out’ for 110 ‘troublemakers’ (mostly muslims) and locals
are too sscared even to reopen their businesses39.

8. DEMANDS:

Considering the gravity of the situation, we demand the following:  

1. The  Chief Minister must own up moral  and legal  responsibility  for failing to
control the unfortunate and unforgivable violence and deaths of 20 people and
immediately step down. The Chief Secretary and DGP must be suspended for
their failure to maintain law and order and uphold democratic rights, especially in a
scenario where no other state across the country witnessed killings on such a scale,
despite massive peaceful protests by lakhs of people. 

2. The High Court should immediately:

36 https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/anguish-in-uttar-pradesh-town-where-two-youths-fell-to-bullets/
article30391216.ece 
37 The  Siasat  has  published  a  brief  district-wise  status  sheet  available  at  https://www.siasat.com/police-
atrocities-1774599/
38 https://www.jagran.com/uttar-pradesh/bulandshahr-case-filed-in-16-sections-against-1073-accused-
19865687.html
39 https://indianexpress.com/article/india/10-days-on-mau-centre-of-ups-first-violent-protests-awaits-normalcy-
amid-bandobast-6186522/
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a)  take suo-moto cognizance of all the cases of deaths and injuries of civilains
due to police firing and ensure legal action against concerned police as per law
and  guidelines  laid  down  by  the  Supreme  Court  in  PUCL  versus  State  of
Maharahstra (Sep, 2014). The families of all those killed in police firing must
be  provided  with  at  least  50  lakh  rupees  comepensation,  one  permanent
government job and a residential house within a month by the state government. 

b) Constitute a Three member Judicial Commisison, headed by a retired Chief
Justice of any High Court with at least one credible member from civil society
outside UP and a woman member, to visit all the affected districts and record the
testimonies of the affected persons (in camera), who are in a state of fear presently
as well  as testimonies  of concerned state  officials  and other  stakeholders.  The
Commisison should submit its report to the High Court within 90 days for further
action including filing of FIRs against concerned police and state officials  and
responsible  persons,  disbursement  of  compensation,  rehabilitation  and  other
measures. 

3. Beyond  issuing  notice  to  the  DGP  which  it  has,  the  National  Human  Rights
Commisison  must  pro-actively  intervene  in  this  extra-ordinary  situation and
issue appropriate directions to the state government, in all  cases of ‘deaths’ in police
actions, detentions and custodial violence, police high-handedness and targeting and
internet shutdown. The Commission must conduct an exhaustive inquiry into all these
alleged violations. (See Annex-II: Representation to NHRC dt. 24th Dec, 2019 from
former bureaucrats and civil  society activists  Wajahat Habibullah,  Sajjad Hassan,
Maja Daruwala and Henri Tiphagne).

4. The  National  Women’s  Commission  (NCW),  the  National  Minorities
Commisison (NMC) and the National Commisison for Protection of Child Rights
(NCPCR) must visit the affected areas,  compile reports based on testimonies by
people and interactions with officials and ensure that all perpetrators of violence on
muslims – particularly women and children are held legally accountable.

5. The state government must immediately release all activists arrested in different
districts, including those arrested from Lucknow and Varanasi in large numbers, who
have been fighting  for  the  rights  of  people  through constitutional  and democratic
means.  All false cases foisted against the activists should be dropped forthwith
and a climate sans fear and persecution must be ensured for human rights defenders
and civil society activists to continue their work. 

6. The state  government  must  uphold  people’s  constitutional  right  to  peaceful
protests and refrain from blanket and prolonged impostion of Sec 144, so as to
curtail the fundamental right to peaceful expression. The Order of the Apex Court in
Madhu Limaye versus Sub Divsional Magistrate which mandates that Sec 144 should
not be imposed in a general natue must be strictly adhered to.

7. Govt. of UP and UP police must end the pervasive culture of mass and arbitrary
filing of FIRs with thousands of ‘unnamed persons, arbitrary picking up and mass
detentions of civilians, especially muslim youth, attacking of muslims households and
bastis, intimidation of women, elders and children. 
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8. The state administration must forthwith and proceed only after specific judicial orders
with respect to each person. Mass  halt the vindictive and questionable action of
seizure  of  properties  of  ‘rioters’,  publication  of  photographs of  all  protestors  in
newspapers as ‘rioters’ / ‘miscreants’ also needs to stop.

9. Hundreds  of  muslims  across  the  state who  have  faced  severe  police  backlash
including razing down of their properties, domestic utilities, houses etc  need to be
fairly compensated based on a realistic assessment by the revenue department. 

10. Police and security personnel of all ranks must be held legally accountable for the
violence  and  excesses,  beyond  the  pale  of  law.  The  Station  House  Officer  of
Hazratganj Police Station, Mr. Dhirendra Kushwah must be suspended immedately
and legal action must be initiated against him the excesses he has been responsible
for.

11. The legality of the recruitment of a large number of lath-wielding ‘Police Mitras’
(friends of  police),  from the ranks of  ruling party supporters  and  right-wing
elements  and  excesses  committed  by  them  in  violation  of  law must needs  to
investigated. This compromises  the professionalism, independence and impartiality
of the state police.  It  is  also alleged that the police mitr  are provoking youth and
disturbing  peace40.  Extra-legal  forces  like  Police  Mitr must  be  withdrawn
forthwith. 

12. Strict  action  must  be  taken  against  all  hate  propagandists,  particularly  those
wielding  power.  Meaningful  peace-building  measures  must  be  taken  up  in
consultation  with  civil  society groups,  local  citizens  collectives  and  educational
institutions in each district. 

Annex – I: Interim Note on the Fact-Finding By Activists

On 27th December, 2019, social activists Medha Patkar, Sandeep Pandey, Faisal Khan, Syed
Tahseen Ahmed, Vimal Bhai, Adv. Ehtesham Hashmi, Adv. Rehman, Lata Kumari, Arafat
Ahmed  Matte,  Milan  Paudel  as  part  of  a  group  of  19  activists  and  advocates  visited
Muzaffarnagar  and Meerut  to  take  stock of  situation  in the  aftermath  of violence  during
nationwide protests against Citizenship Amendment Act and National Register of Citizens
during last week.

In  Muzaffarnagar, there  was  protest  against  CAA-NRC organised  on  20/12/19 and  when
people were returning to their homes around 3-4 pm a mob comprising of  police and RSS-
BJP workers directly guided by local MP Sanjeev Baliyan went on rampage and vandalised
Muslim houses like those of Hamid Hasan, Intezar, Farooq in Sarwat and Naseem Ahmed,
Ishtkhar in Khalapar  and attacked Madarsa hostels. Some minors are still in jail. We saw FIR
nos. 684 registered on 21/12/2019 at PS Civil Lines and 1161 registered at  PS Kotwali Nagar
against  107 and 151,  respectively,  named Muslims and un-named 2,500-3,000   people  in
both. 21 years old clothes vendor Noor Mohammad was killed by a bullet shot at his forehead
most likely by police. Abdul Kareem Mosque in Darjiyon wali Gali was also vandalised.  We
met 13.5 years old Mohammad Ahmed, student of class IX at Himalayan Public School, and

40 https://www.nationalheraldindia.com/india/priyanka-gandhi-questions-recruitment-of-
police-mitras-in-uttar-pradesh-to-help-police
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his  elder  sister  Rukayya,  who  was  about  to  get  married,  with  injuries  in  leg  and  head,
respectively, inflicted by police lathis. Their house was attacked by about hundred policemen.
67 shops were sealed. So far no  FIR has been registered by any of the victims or their family
members. Victims and social activists are in a state of shock.

In Meerut there was no protest organised but people returning after Namaz in the afternoon
on  20/12/19  were  attacked  by  police  unprovoked  first with  lathis  and  then  by  opening
firearms when there were stones thrown by people in response and 17 people sustained bullet
injuries.  Officially  5 and additionally  one more deaths  have taken place.  We met  family
members of Aleem, 24 years old roti maker at a dhaba, Mohammad Asif, 20 years old who
used to ply battery rickshaw and Mohammad Mohsin, 30 years old scrap dealer, who took
bullets on their chests,  again most likely shot by police, and died. Again no FIRs have been
registered by family members of the deceased as the people are afraid that the administration
may attach their property as it considers all the dead as rioters. For example, Md. Asif had a
Delhi identity card as his entire family had moved to Delhi for livelihood and returned three
years back. He is being accused by police of having brought 20-25 rioters from Delhi to
incite violence in Meerut. People with bullet injuries are not coming out in open for fear of
retributive action by police.

Syed Tahseen Ahmed, Delhi President of Socialist Party (India), handed Rs. 5,000 cash  to
family members of Noor Mohammad in Muzaffarnagar and Aleem in Meerut each on behalf
of Rahnuma Foundation and Khudai Khidmatgar.  The UP government has decided not to
provide any relief to victims of police atrocities as it is treating all victims are trouble makers.
Rahnuma  Foundation  and  Khudai  Khidmatgar  have  taken  responsibility  of  education  of
children of deceased and any legal help required by any of the victims. Advocate Ehtesham
Hashmi will come out with a more detailed report within a week. Also, as a follow-up action
it is being decided to visit all the places in UP affected by police atrocities over a 15 days
period beginning mid January, 2020 to meet victims and engage common people with the
objective  of  strengthening  communal  harmony.  Sandeep,  Ph:  0522  2355978,
ashaashram@yahoo.com, 9999746196 (Faisal Khan) 

Annex – II 

Extract from the Submisison dt. 24  th   Dec, 2019 by   Wajahat  
Habibullah  ,  Sajjad Hassan  ,  Maja Daruwala   and   Henri Tiphagne to the  

Chairperson, National Human Rights Commission.

Appeal to NHRC

“There is a severe clampdown on fundamental freedoms in Uttar Pradesh. The brutal use of
force against protestors, leading to deaths and severe life-threatening injuries are alleged to be
deliberate to deter citizens from protesting. HRDs have been put under house arrest, detained
and arrested under severe provisions of the IPC. Internet shutdowns have ensured much of
the police action going unreported. 

It is important that the NHRC urgently and immediately intervenes, as the apex human rights
body of India, to ensure that in no circumstances fundamental freedoms are suspended in
Uttar Pradesh and hold officials  accountable for doing so,  ensure that the guidelines  laid
down by the NHRC and Supreme Court of India are strictly adhered in all cases of  deaths in
police actions, arrests and torture, and HRDs don’t face reprisals - especially in the form of
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fabricated charges - for criticising the CAA, brutal police actions in New Delhi and Uttar
Pradesh.

As the apex human rights body of India, having set the guidelines
on  deaths  in  police  actions,  arrests  among  others,  with  the
mandate to protect human rights which as per Section 2 (d) of the
Protection of Human Rights Act (PHRA) includes constitutionally
guaranteed  rights,  rights  in  the  international  covenants  and
conventions ratified by India and rights upheld by the Supreme
Court, we seek Hon’ble Commission’s urgent interventions. 

In the light of the above, we pray to the NHRC to acknowledge this as an extraordinary
situation and use the expertise of its investigation wing, special rapporteurs, special monitors
and members of the NGO core group. We pray that the NHRC sets up an independent team
for  investigation  –  ensuring  victims  of  police  violence,  HRDs  who  were  detained  and
arrested, family members, relatives and colleagues of those killed in firing depose before this
team. Given that it is an absolute case of police violence backed by the state administration,
the case by no means be limited to response from Uttar Pradesh authorities or limited to
investigation  only  by  the  investigation  wing  of  the  NHRC -  composed  solely  of  police
officials  but  an  independent  team  also  including  NHRC’s  special  rapporteurs,  special
monitors and members of the NGO core group. 

While investigating into these cases, we urge that the NHRC also focuses on adherence to all
relevant  laws,  procedures  and  guidelines  to  be  complied  by  the  state  police  and
administration.  

In cases of Deaths in Police Actions - 

● Direct the Director General of Police of Uttar Pradesh to seal and preserve all the
locations where firing took place

● Direct the Director General of Police of Uttar Pradesh that all victims’ bodies are
preserved  to  enable  the  video-graphing  and  conduct  of  post-mortems  in  full
compliance with the NHRC guidelines; and the post-mortem reports are handed over
directly to the NHRC 

● Direct  the Director  General  of  Police  of  Uttar  Pradesh that  all  forensic  and other
evidence is seized from every location and preserved

● Direct the Director General of Police of Uttar Pradesh that the names, duty records
and registers relating  to all  police officials  on duty on all  the necessary dates  are
collected, listed, and secured and handed over directly to the NHRC

● Direct the Director General of Police of Uttar Pradesh that all the weapons, and all
related evidence such as projectiles, bullets, and cartridge cases used by the police
personnel are seized and secured and handed over directly to the NHRC

● Direct the Director General of Police of Uttar Pradesh that all wireless and vehicle log
book records and entries between December 16 and December 23, 2019, are collated
and handed over directly to the NHRC 

● Direct the Director General of Police of Uttar Pradesh that all call detail records of all
police personnel involved in supervising police actions at the time of the firings and
all calls made between December 16 and December 23, 2019, are collated and handed
over directly to the NHRC
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● Direct the Director General of Police of Uttar Pradesh to seize all available CCTV
footage in and around each area where firing took place and hand over directly to the
NHRC

● Ensure that procedures laid down in Section 129, CrPC on dispersal of assembly were
followed  in  full  compliance,  including  the  assurance  that  only  an  Executive
Magistrate, or officer in charge of a police station or in the absence of the officer in
charge, an officer not below the rank of a Sub-Inspector gave adequate and audible
warnings first  for the assembled to disperse and only after  that  that  firing was to
commence. The Commission’s investigating team is urged to take the statements of
every  area  Executive  Magistrate  and Station  House  Officer  to  ascertain  who was
present, whether force was used in a graded manner, whether warning before resorting
to lethal force was issued audibly, and which official gave the warnings. 

● Ascertain if the standard operating procedures to be followed by the police, also as
may have been prescribed in the Uttar Pradesh Police Manual, in case of management
of public assemblies was adhered by the Uttar Pradesh police in all cases

In cases of detentions and custodial violence - 

● NHRC to compile all police stations and corresponding judicial Magistrates’ courts
under whose jurisdiction individual or mass detentions have taken place 

● Ensure that the names, duty records and registers of all arresting/detaining officers
and Station In-Charges on all the necessary dates are collected, listed, and secured 

● Inspect the General Diaries, FIR and arrest registers of the police stations to scrutinise
whether the needed entries recording arrests/detentions were made 

● Inspect any register listing preventive arrests and detentions as above
● Seize and examine all relevant CCTV footage from the police station premises
● Ensure  that  all  the  mandatory  procedures  on  arrest  and  detention  laid  down  in

Sections 41 of the CrPC, particularly with Sections 41B and 41D, and Sections 50,
50A, 51, 54, 55A, 56, 57, and 60A of the Code were followed by the police 

● Ensure that the constitutional rights of all arrested persons guaranteed under Article
22 of the Constitution of India were fully adhered to (namely informing the arrested
persons of the grounds for arrest,  right to a lawyer/legal  representation,  and being
produced within 24 hours in front of a judicial magistrate 

● Ensure that the NHRC guidelines on arrest were complied with
● Demand and examine copies of Inspection Memos that are to be drafted by the police

that are to list any injuries or marks on the bodies of any arrested/detained person (DK
Basu guideline)

● Inquire  whether  the  district  Legal  Services  Authority  was informed by the  (each)
police station of the arrests and detentions 

● Ensure that every detained/arrested person was produced before a judicial Magistrate
within 24 hours of arrest - case diary entries, GD entry 

● Match time of arrest in police records with time of production in court roznamcha -
and also in arrest memos

● Examine all orders given by Judicial Magistrates on remand/detention/release 
● Examine that orders on preventive arrest or detention were issued in writing and laid

out legal grounds for preventive arrest or detention
● Ensure  that  any  person  preventively  arrested  under  Section  151  CrPC  was  not

detained in custody beyond 24 hours 
● Determine that no arrested person was subjected to excessive force or acts of torture 

26 | P a g e



● Whether women police were at the place of arrest and in police stations 

In cases of police high-handedness and targeting:

● NHRC  to  conduct  spot  inspections  of  all  shops/businesses  sealed  by  police  to
ascertain damage to property 

● Seize and examine all available CCTV footage - any videos by credible media sources
● Call  for  lists  of  the  names  and designations  of  all  police  personnel  on  duty  and

involved 
● Match up with vehicle and wireless log records 
● Speak to independent eyewitnesses at the scenes 
● Determine  whether  the police conducted preliminary investigative  steps to list  the

shops/businesses to be sealed, and what these were, including all written orders or
documents 

In cases of Internet shutdown:

● NHRC to call for all orders or directions that required the competent authorities to
prevent  citizens  and other  entities  from accessing internet  services,  particularly  to
ascertain the duration and locations pinpointed, if any, for which such prevention of
access was ordered. 
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